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DIVINITY 


REMOVED. 


Dui erranti comiter monſtrat viam quaſi Inmen 
de ſuo Inmmine accendit, facit nthilominus 
ut ipſt Iucet. IB 


Mat. 22-79... 
Te err not knowing the Serip) 


2 Pet. 3. 16, 

In St. Pauls Epiſtles are ſome things bard to 
be underſtood, which t 59 0B. xnlearned 
and unſtable wreſt » as they do _ the os 
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T Oo 
The Right Honourable 


THOMAS 
| Earlof Suſſex,Baron Dacres, 


Dne of the Gentlemen of His 
| * Maſjeſties Bed-Chamber, 


| Health and Happineſs. 


My Lord, 


Am bold to Dedicate 
theſe my firſt fruits 
to your Honour as 4 
reſtimony of my 
frateful mind for your Lord- 
ſhips fayours towards me. Three 
A 2 things 
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power to jultific fuch a Decreeſ 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


things prompted me on to his | 
undertaking. | 
 Fiilt, The great honour [ bear} 
tO Almighty God,whoſe Nature 
being miſtaken, his Name 1s. 
blaſ hemed, whilſt he is Ry - | 

ti | 

ſo unlovely, as fatally to 

doom the greateſt part of Man } 
kind co everlaſting fire, chiefly) 
for his own glory, and nor for} 
the bad uſage of the Talencyz | 
they have received at his hands} 
by making their ſins but the (ub$ 
ordinate caule of their damnag 
tion, and Gods omnipoten 


Now I would fain know hoy 
theſe fatal Dogmatizers coull 

2int out the Devil ia worſe cc 
ike than they do our gracio 
God, if he had Gods omnipc 


_ cen 
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The Epiſie Dedicatory. 
"tent power to abule, towards 
| the far greateſt part of mankind 

{ Bu certainly God is more mer- 
Y Ciful than theſe men would have 

- him be ; elſe ſuch blaſphemers of 
| Y his Hens nature had not died 

"| the common death of all men. 
" Secondly, The great honour 
1] I bear to ne King, and the great 
; love I bear to Kingly Govern- 
" | ment, as leaſt ſubject to opprel- 

\&f 10n; or renting the. State in 
( | picces by F ation. In all Go. 
| vernments {ome body mult ne. 
| ceſſarily be rruſted with the 
| — upon their ho- 

neſty; and who is fatter to be 
truſted than he whom God and 
Nature ſhall deſign for ſo 
great. a truſt ? It ungodly men 
have a mind te change, ſtill they 
Ay} mult 
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muſt truſt, or again rebel, and. 
loin infinitum 3 for unleſs ſome: 
body be truſted ar Jaſt, there” 
can be no Peace. Who ſhall 
keep the Keeper is an unanfwe- 
rable queltion, unleſs you ſay. 
God alone. If you ſay the Ls | 
that indeed ought to keep ben 
in the Right, and to be the. 
Kings Director, but che Law. 
cannot keep Linn as his Superi-} 

our, ſo as to touch life Ht 
if bo be a T ranſgrefſour. He: 
thac hath a Prerogative ro ſave. 


- ether mens lives, "when by Law; 


condemned, muſt needs L ſup-. 

poled ro be above Law for his) 
own. And bletſed be God for the} 
Kings Prerogatives, without 


w hich c] the Narion EF not Jong 


continue in peace and ſafe 
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ty. It we revolve the Engliſh 


. Hiſtories of King Henry III. in 
* the Grant given the Douze Peers 


"4 


( as they were called; ) or of 
King Charles I. in the Grant to the 
Long Parliament, and conſider 
the firal deſtruction of Simon de 

Montford their General, and moſt 
of the Peers in the end; ( al- 
though ſo triumphant at Lewss in 
Suſſex at the frſt ) asS A conle- 
uence of the one, anJ of King 
Charles of bleſſed memory ; ( at- 
cer {ſo much bloudſhed, and op- 


preſſion ) as a conſequence of 


7 the other, ic may teach us how 


= 


: unſafe itis for the People,to de- 
4. tire any thing of the King, or 
| forthe King to grant away any 
| Prerogative to the People, which 
| may make him coo weak for 


A 4  Govern- 


Goverfment, upon ' any difh- 


cuky, or fair- jpoerence whatſo- F 


cyer. os -. 


Thirdly, The creat love T bear - 
to the' trach, as deſirous o- raile | 
the decayed credit of it; that fo} 
men 'may walk in it, 'For Er- | 
ror embraced debaſes the under- | 


a 


ftanding, as a Noble perſon his 
bloud by marrying one of mean 


Parentage and bale conditions ; | 
and- men acting generally IC 
cording to thoſe Principles they | 
have eſpouſed; ( for all their | 
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after. realonings, and deliberace { 
actions, are faded on thole 
Principles ) WnRen they are Cr- 7 
roneqns they rake falſe mea- | 


fures of honour, and diſhonour, 
of right and: wrong, and he 
more = zealous they are for them, 

' the 
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the wrole they are, as the Arrow 
ill levelled at hand, the further 
it flies, the further it is off = 
, Mark. That God would giy 

| your Lordſhip length of Ss 
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| riches, and honour, and atthe 
| end of thoſe days everlaſting 
| felicyy, 1s the Prayer of, 


Your Lordſhips obliged 


Scrvant, and Chaplain, 


Ralph Bartell, 
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To the Reader. 


REL S I have ſeen a double or 
: FANG pleated Pifture, on one. 
\J fide appear a beautiful 

' Woman; but if you 90 

to the other fide of the Room, it 
would appear an odious Serpent ; So 
( although truth be but one, andnot 
double ) yet it will appear diverſly, 
according 4s we look upon it. For if 
with ſolid judgment we beholdit, it 
will appear lovely, as it 'is ; if with 
prejudice, being wrong byaſſed With 
mtereſt or education it will appear a 


Gp 
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foul error. IWherefore thou art deſt- 


red that readeſt this Book [0 lay aſide 
ail prepoſſeſſuon, and to weigh what 
is 


To the Readcr. 


is ſaid, with candowur "1d meenmuty 
with naked and impart: -. don. One 
adviſeth very well to fuppr eſs at leaſt 


nine years, any Notions we have a 
mind to make publick, and if then 
pon ſo long conſideration, we ſtill 
like them, to ſet them forth. I aſſure 
| thee T have done ſo by moſt of theſe 
herein contained, and upon mature 
deliberation bring them into hight, 
and if God [end me life and opportu- 
nity intend a Second part of a like 
nature. If any thing ſeem contra- 
ry to the Church of England, I am 
Confident it #5 thy error to think o : 
but if my Superiours judge ſo: T bere 
diſown it, for I never thought any 
new Notion of mine ſo good, but 
the authority and peace of the Church 
was much better, and to be preferred 


before it.Shall ] ſpeak plain Engliſh ? 
"Theſe 


To the Reader. 


Thoſe that are brought up in Error 
I have but little hopes to recover, but 
rather think 1 ſhall provoke ſuch to 
produce their little exceptions, and 
vulgar plauſible blinds, 0 keep up 
ther Party. But I nouriſh a good 
hope that thoſe that are diſengaged 
from error ( m the particulars herein 
mentioned ) this Book may prevent 

them from embracing it, Which « the 


Learty defire of the Author. 
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CONCERNING 


REPROBATION 


Removed, 


F] Hat ſome are Reprobates 
is out of queſtion, broad 
is the way that leads to 
SSZEM deſtruction, and many 
there be goin it; Burt how they come 
\ to be ſo; is not without great con- 
| troverſic, nor without great miſtake. 
' Some ſav, that God meerly for his 
| glory made ſome Veſſels of wrath, 
according to the good pleaſure of his 
E Will : So that the object of Gods 
Decree of Reprobation, was not man- 
| kind conſidered as ſinners, but meerly - 
B as 


pans 


2 Vulgar Errors concerning, 
as his Creatures, which is ſuch a Do- * 
&trine, that whoſocver brings I ſhall 
never bid God ſpeed. Now the Texts 

of Scripturc ar which they have {tum: ; 
bled, and fallen into this unmerciful : 
Opinion arc ſuch is theſe ; Firſt, thar 
ot St. Paul in the ninth Chapter to. 
the Remans, Ver. 11. For the Children | 
teing not yet born, neither having 
owe good or evi; that the purpoſe of | 
God according to Bleflion might þ 
ſtand, no: of works, but of him that & 
calleth, it was faid unto her, the elder | 
ſhall ſerve the younger, as 1t is written, [» 
Jacob have 1 loved, but Eſan have Þ | 
hated : You ee, fay they, before Ja- | 
cob or Eſau had done pood of evil, one 
was lovcd, and the other hated... My | 
anſwer is: Firſt, theſe words arc not | 
fpoken of Jacob or Eſaws perſons; but # 
by a figure the perſon of cither is put þ 
ro repreſent, and ſhadow out the con- | 
dition of their Poſterities. Secondly, þþ 
the El&tion there mentioned is meant | 
chiefly- concerning things | Temporal, | 


ERP 


not things Ercrnal. That that fay- 
ing, 7he efder fhall ſerve the younger, 
was 
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was not mcant of their perſons, but 
of their Poſteritics may appear from 
Gen.25.23.7woNativns are inthy Womb, 
and two manner of Feeple fhail be ſepara- 
ted fromthy bowels, and the one Feople 
ſhall be {tronger than the other, and the 
elder fhall ſerve the younger. ch 11 11s 
own perſon never ferved J.cobz nay,Fa- 
cob called Eſa his Lord, and bowcd ſe- 
ven times to the ground betore him, 
Ger.33.3.and was glad by a Preſent ro 
obtain his peace of him. If Eſa had 
done ſo to Jacob, how would they have 
triumphed in their perlonal ſenſe ? 
Secendly, that the love and hatred 
was mcant cluetly concerning things 
temporal, ſce Hal. r.2,3. trom whence 
the words were taken. Was not Eſau 
Jacobs Brother, ſaith the Lord 2. Tet / 
loved Jacob, and { hated Eſau, and laid 
his Monntains, and his Ferttage waſte 


for the Dragons of the Wildernef. 


So that you plainly ſec the ' Apoſtic 
means not perſonal Eletion ro ercr- 
nal life, or hatred to eternal death ; 
but of chooſing Facobs Poſterity, to 
be a grcarer Nation -than rhe Off- 
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| ſpring of Eſaz; mcerly for his good | 
i pleature which no man can juſtly ſpeak | 
| againſt ; for he may do what he pleaſes 


with his own good bleſſings, It ir be |. 
ſaid, the temporal bleſſihgs or! Faco#'s 
Poſterity did ſhadow out fpiritual: 
'tis not denied but they might, and ; 
certainly to. be brought fo nigh unto 
God, as to be his peculiar People in| 
Covenant was a fpiritual bleſſing, and þ/ 
if all char were in Covenant were 
elected, rhe Argument were ot force; F 
but ſecing they are not all Itfrael, | 
which were of Iſrael, it falls to the y 
ground. The truth is, the words | 
are here uſed by thg Apoſtle, by | 
way of Allegory, andfll that he ac-|. 
commodates them to, 15 to ſhew that þ 
God might juſtly caſt off the Jews, s 
the People of the elder Covenant of | 
2 Works, and take in the Gentiles, thoſe | 
q | | minors, and youngers, into the Cove-þ 
8 nant of grace in their rooms, as may | 
appear trom Reme.g. 30. What (hall 
wa fay then to theſe things? That the 
Gyntiles which followed not after 
righteouſneſs, have attained to righ- 
teouſneſs, 


x 4 : 
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teouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs 
which is of faith : But Ifracl which _ 


followed after the Law of righteouſ- 


eſs hath not attained unto the Law 


ol. of rightehuſnefs. Wherefore £ Becauſe 


they ſought it not by faith, but as at 
were by the Works of the Law. And 
this he makes the concluſion, and is 
the chicf, if not the only thing he 


\ doth infer from the whole. Allegory, 
"FF And what he ſays to Moſes is moſt 
equal, / will have mercy on whom I will 


have mercy ; that is, it belongs to me 
ro appoint upon what terms I will ſhew 


 merTy, and juſtifie men, whether by the 


Law ot Faith or by Works: For ashe 
that builds an Hoſpital hath an equi- 
rable right ro appoint the qualifications 
of the perſons that ſhall partake in his 
gitr, whether poor Children, or Wi- 
dows, Aged perfons, or the like; ſo 
it belongs to God to appoint upon 
what terms he will juſtifie men, whe- 
therby the Law of Works, or by the 
Law of Faith; and ſeeing neither 
Works nor Faith can deſerve it at 


his hands, Juſtification is not of him 


B 3 that 
bY 
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chat willeth, nor of him that runnerh, © 
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bur of God thar ſheweth mercy. 
God hath reaſon cnough for all his do- 
ings, but mm diſtributing mercics 
which have no foundation. in merit, 
he necd give no account or rcaſon of 


it, but his Will. And fo likewiſe for | 
his judgments upon Pharaoh ( here . 


raiſe him up, (TI ſuppoſe out of the 


former Plague, ro referve him for a. 


morc Eons overthrow ) becauſe the 


uſed as a Ty pe of the obſtinate Jews ) | 
although God hat reafon cnough to | 


Hebrew harh it, / "68 mare thee 
ſtand; The Sc pruagint hath it for this : 


cauſe, \empnbns ews 7% vov, Thou haſt | 
been preſerved till now, The Chaldece 
Paraphrate, and Jus fo lhikewile cx- 
plain it. And although God had rca- 


| | 


fon enough to find fault with him for © 
hardening of his heart, though now : 


judicialty hardened, and he could nor | 
help it; yer the Apoſtle waves theſe | 


Reaſons, and fays, Nay, /ur O man, 


rho art thou that replieſt againſt God 2 | 
AS if he had faid, it 1s A | FX 


preſumption tO & ar at the ways 


of | 
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Reprot pation removed. 


th, | 4 ! of God as unequal when —_ clearly 


FN 


appear to be his: You ought rather 
with reverence to preſume there 1s 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs in them, 
though you through ignorance cannot 
comprehend them : For as his power 
in torming man ought not to be tound 
fault withal, and none ought to ſay, 
Why haſt thou- made me thus? Ho 
ncither his Juſtice, which 1s as infinite 
as his Power, and renders to men only 


4 according to their Works. 


A ſecond Scripture is this: Z/atb 
not the Potter power over the Clay of the 


ſame lump to make one veſſel to honaur, 


another to diſhonour, Ver. 21. Whence 
they infer, God is the Potter, we the 
Clay ; the Elect arc the Veſlcls of 
honour, the Reprobates the Veſlcls of 
wrath and diſhonour; and it God 
make a Veſlel of wrath, ſhall rhe 
thing framed ſay to him that framed 
It, Why haſt « made me thus? 
To this I anſwer; We arc indeed in 
Geds Hands, as the Clay in the hand 
of the Potter, and when he tramed 


man of the duſt of the earth, he might 
B 4 have 
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have made him the tail and not the 
hcad of the Creation ; he might have 
moulded us Dogs, or Swine, or loath: 
ſom Serpents, and in that ſenſe Veſſels | 
of diſhonour, but to make us Veſlcls | 
of wrath, and in that ſenſe Veſlcls of 
diſhonour, ſo the good God could not 
makeus,-no more than he can lie, or: 
be cruel, or deny himſelf. The nature | 
of God cannot come ſo nigh the na-| 
.ture of the Devil as to be a Mur-{! 
therer from the beginning. Therecan '* 
be no Veſſel of wrath withour fin, 
Epheſ. 5.6. For theſe things ſake, ha-' 
ring fore-mcntioned many fins, he ; 
ſaith, the wrath of God COMES upon | 
the Children of diſobcdience. But we 
cannot be ſinful as we come out of his * 
hands, and therefore cannot come out | 
of his hands Veſſels of wrath ; he * 
lf like the good tree cannot bring forth | 
Wil. corrupt fruit, Jer.2.21. God doth | 
Fi ' _ avouch he never made a degenerate | 
Lil Plant, Tet 7 had planted thee a noble | 
| Vine, wholly a right feed. The Apo- 
ſtle ſays, God is not willing that any || 
ſhould periſh, 2 Pet,3. 9. But now ita 
man 


R evrebation phe 9 
man come a Vellcl of wrath out of his 


| hands, 'ris fenſelc(s to ſay he would 


not have that man periſh : It he would 
have had him favid, he would have 
made hima Veſlel of mercy, ani} not 
of wrath: Burt the Apoſtle faith, he 
would have no man perilh, therefore 
he doth not make any Veſlels of 


wrath, in their ſcenic. h- 1d marke man 


wpright, but: he found out many inven- 
tions, Eccl.7.29. Now as 5 God ſaysin 
another place, What iniquity have you 
ound in me, that you depart from me ? 
Soſay I, What hard dealino have you 
ever found from God that you ſhould 
ever entertain ſuch hard thoughts of 
him ? That you ſhould embrace their 
opinions that make ſhim a hater of his 
Creatures, before they were born, or 
conſidered them as doing either good 
or evil : and be angry with thoſe thar 
repreſent him as a mild and merciful 
Creator unto von; he is ſo far from 
making a Veſſel of wrath, thar he 
doth what can be done in a rational 
way to keep _ from making them- 
ſelves {0: and doth promiſe, that if 


any 
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any. that hath made himſelf ſucha cn: P 


ments, he (hall reccive him as a Veſlel 


ſhall purge himſclt from his defile- | 


of mercy, and ſo uſc him, 2 7 /m.2.29. 
Shew me that Creature, that hath more. 


goodneſs in him than the Creator, lays 


St. Ambroſe ; butit God ſhould ruine 

an innocent Creature, he ſhould have 

leſs goodneſs in him in this particular 
than a good man, For a good man | 
would not do ſuch a thing; tor him } 
not to have made his Creature had | 
been no injuſtice, bur to torſake his | 
Creature betore his Creature torſake | 
him, \s ſuch  picce of unmercituinels | i} 
as the Father of mercics cannot be | 
guilty of. Every breach betwixt God |. 
and man 1s ſtill begun on the Crea- F 
tures part; God can hate no man as þ 
his Crcature before he conſider him | 
43s a ſinner. We read in Gen, 1. 31.; 
when God created the world he beheld | | 
all chat he had made, and it was very | 
good : now What 1s not only vo 7 
bur yery good, could not be rhe ob-F 
ject of his hatred, for it hath ſome 


Fnal reſemblance of hynlelf, who 
19 | 


wax 
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is good, and the chicteſt good. 
Man above all Creatures here be- 
low was made after his own image; 
now as God cannot love thoſe thar 
rcelemble the Devil; no more can 
he hate thoſe that, reſemble him- 
ſelf, whence it irrefragably follows, 
that until man had detac'd the Image 
ot God in him, there was nothing bur 
mercy and goodneſs intended towards 
him. St. Peter calls him a faithful 
Creator, 1 Pet. 4. ult. intimarting, that 
there is an engagement on him, the 
Author of being, ro have a que care 


|- forthe thing created, as a Father by 


natare is bound to provide for the 
Child, which thoſe that do not are 
below the brute beaſt, 7/a.27. 11. [ts 


4 people of no underſtanding, therefore 
* be that made them will not have werc 
., on them, &c. Intimating, if they had 


nor ſtrangely wax d out of kind, they 
had not been forſaken of him. _ 


# thirdly,it is objetted from As x > 5 
; When Paul and Barnabas preached un- 
E to the Gentiles, as mary as were or. 


| dained to eternal life believed ; 
whence 
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whence it follows, that they that did 
not believe were not ordained to cter- 
nal lite, and conſequently, were or- 
dained to condemuation. I anſwer, 
the original word aT7xypiror,, Which 
ye tranſlate ordained, relates to the 
marſhalling-of an Army in rank and 
file, or ſetting any thing in order, and 
might as well have been tranſlated 
diſpoſed.In 1 Cor.16.1 5.there it istran- 
flared addicted ; the houſe of Stephanas 
| addided themſelves to the Miniſtry of 
the Saints; and fo it might have been | 
tranſlated there, as many as were ad- 
dicted to ctcrnal lite believed. Our 
Saviour compares the preaching of 
the Word to the ſowing of the Seed. 
Now that the Sced may proſper it is 
rcquiſite that the ground be prepared 
betorchand for the recciving of it: 
even ſoit is neceſſary, that the hearers 
of the Word be diſpoſed and addicted 
to receive it, that they come with ho- 
neſt and good hearts to hearit. Now 
the Gentiles, and ſome of the Jews 
came with ſuch hearts and believed; 
bur the moſt part of the Jews comin 
wit 


; 
'S 


Reprobation remover. 13 


with envy in their hearts, St. Pauls 
Sermon to them was like the ſeed on 
the untilled ſoil ; their unpreparccneſs 
made them uncapable to be wroughr 
upon, by ſuch a meaſure of grace 
which wrought upon the Gentiles. 
Fourthly, it is objected, the Apo- 
ſtle, treating of Gods abſolute and 
etcrnal Decrecs of ſaving ſome, and of 
damning others, cries out Rom, 171. 33. 
Oh the depth both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God! how unſearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways paſt finding 
out ! But if God damn men only upon 
foreſight of their ſin, and final impe. 
nitency, you have ſearch'd our his 
ways, and found out that which the 
Apoſtle fays is paſt finding out; there- 
| fore no cauſe is to be alligned why 
they are Veſlels of wrath bur only th: 
good pleaſure of his Will. I antwer, 
if this part of the Chapter treated of 
Gods eternal Decrces, not to be 
ſearch'd into, why men are fav'd or 
loſt to all eternity, their Argument 
were unanſwerable : Bur they wreſt 
this Scripture, I dare not fay, to their 


own 
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own deſtruction, but I dare ſay, to 


eſtabliſh a falſe opinion ot the de- 


{ſtruction of others. Read fromw.1 7. to 


this exclamation in v. 3 3.aud you will 


find he treats only of rhe breaking oft F 


the Jews the natural branches,and grat- 
ting in the Gentiles in their ſtead : Of 
ro ſpzak without Allegory, of the caſt- 
uy oft the Jews becauſe of unbclict,and 
of bringing in the Gentiles into the 
viſible Church of God, and admires 
his juſt judgments upon the Jews, and 
his wiſdom upon taking this their un- 
belict as an occaſion of ſhewing mer- 
cy to the Gentiles; and thereby pro- 
voking the Jews to emulation. Fitth- 
ly, they argue thus: Although it ſeem 
unreaſonable to us that God ſhould 
thus damn men by Prerogative, yet 
indced it is not; tor although mans 
Will be tuled by Reaſon, yet Gods is 
nor, but his very willing a thing 
makes it reaſonable and juſt: for a 
thino is not firſt reaſonable and juſt , 
and then willed by God ; bur upon his 
willing it, its become both. As for 
the Will of God, I grant it is never 

2 ſcparated 
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ſeparated from juſtice, and it ought ro 
bind us ar all times to due obedience; 
but herein lies rhcir miſtake to think 
there is not an intrinſical good, and 
an 'intrinſical cvil in the nature of 
things themſelves; but only that Gods 
willing it makes it good, and his nil. 
ling a thing makes it evil ; one ſays 
moſt blaſphemouſly, God our of the 
abſolute ſoveraignty of his Will ma 

command all the wickedneſs he hath 
forbid, and forbid all rhe holineſs he 
harh commanded. Bur as there are 
eternal ycrities, as thar cquals added 
to equals ſtill make equals, and the 
cauſe js in ordcr of nature before the 
effe& : So things eternally juſt, as to 
love God, and to give him thanks; 
ro hate God is fo intrinſically evil thac 
it is impoſſible but that it ſhould be 
torbid. If it were poſlible for this not 
to be forbid, it were poſlible for this 
to be lawful, for where there is ne 
Law there is no Tranſpgreſſion ; bur it 
is utterly impoſlible it ſhould be law- 
ful, therefore ir muſt be granted there 
is an evil in order of nature _— 
the 
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the prohubition of it:and ſo ſome things 
mult needs be good in their own na 
rure, as bearing a reſemblance of the 
Image and goodnels of God, betore 
any "external Law paſs upon them. 


Theſe things premiled, my anſwer is, 
Although the Will of God be a rule 


of julticero us, yct it is nota rule of | 


juſtice ro himſelt : bur his juſtice 1s 


rather arule of his Works, and of his. 


Will; and he works all things accord- 
inz to the Counſel of his Will; and 
that Counſel adviſcth nothing o raſhly, 
or unmercitully, unreaſonably, or un- 
juſtly ; bur according to the preateſt 
Equity and Chancery in the world, 
and therefore cannot without the grea- 


reſt violence ro Reaſon and Religion, 


be thought to make irre{peCtive De- 
crecs, to torture for ever the greateſt 
part of mankind chiefly tor the plea- 
jurc of his Will, Azain, they ſay 
Omnipotent Poiyer authorizes all 
actions. Now it God will make Veſ: 
fels of wrath, what hath any one to 
do with it? May he not do what he 
pleaſes with his own Creatures: My 


anſwer 
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anſwer is, we muſt not magnifie Gods 
Power ſo much as to eclipſe his good- 
8 ncſs, or his truth ; which doth aſſure 
| us that he is loving unto every man 
E and that he delights not in the death 
8 of any ſinner. Theſe men make God a 
| Tyrant, rather than a King, and at- 
g tribute ſuch Prerogatives to God as 

| are broadly inconſiſtent with his na- 
| ture. Acts of Power are not good in 
| themſclves, but as they are accom- 
panied with Juſtice and Mercy ; other- 
wiſe they are bad, and lay a mans 
honour in the duſt; we muſt not ſo 
magnifie one Attribute in God, asto 
juſtle our all the reſt. The Lord pro- 
claimes his name to Moſes, Rxod.z 4.6. 
atter this manner, The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long ſuffe- 
ring, and abundant in goodueſs and, 
truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin. 
Now Gods name is every ways agree- 
ing to his nature; which is ( rather 
than his Creature ſhould periſh) to 
forgive iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin; 
and not to decree eyerlaſting fire to ir, 
OY, C with-. 
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without the intuition of ſin. Let us | 
not therefore cntcrtain any . hard 
thoughts of Almighty God. Rev. 20. 
12,tz. when the carth and the Scat 


gave up their dead, they were allf 
judged according to what was found}; 
in the Books, and thoſe Books Wweref 
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written only according to their works, |} 


| Conſcience is one | of thoſe Books}. 


which ſhall be openedat the laſt day, 
and it will acquit God of all hard} 
dealing towards men that perith.# 
When Moſes prayed thus, Exed.z 2.32. 
Either forgive this People, or blot 
we out of the Book which thou haſt Þ 


written; The Lord ſaid, Whoſoever 
fins againſt me him wil} 7 blot out of . 


my hook: Where you ſec 1in only 


blots out of Gods Book, and not any 


Fatal Decree. It it ſhould happen to 
men according to their Lots to be un- 


der ſuch or ſuch a Decree, and not 


according to their Works, there 
would nothing be remaining tor us to 
do, but only patiently to obey Fate; 
for: if an irreſpective Decrce do ſhut 
up the moſt of men under Condem:- 


nation, 
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nation, can any one of thoſe men by 
all his induſtry alter his Deſtiny 2? 
Surely no: unleſs he were ſtronger 
than he that made that Decree. To 
what purpoſe then were all his cndea- 
vours, or to what purpoſe thould we 
beat the air, and perſuade him to 
impoſliblities? Yes, to good purpole, 


lay the Abettors of fuch a Decree, 


becaute no particular man knows un- 
der which Decree he is. I confeſs, 
this anſwer is the beſt they have to 
vive, but it nothing enervates the Ar; 
gument; for it is not the knowing of 
a Decrce, or the being ignorant of a 


| Decrec, makes any thing to the alte- 


ring of a Decrce, {or neither if I know 
it, Will it be repealed, neither it I be 
ignotant of it, will it -ccaſe to be ac- 
compliſhed : Now then, although no 
particular man knows under which 
Decrce heis, yet he muſt needs know 
he is under one of them ( if there be 
ſuch Decrees) and under which ſoeyer 
he be, he is bound with an Adaman- 
tine Chain unto it, and his end is fixt 
by reaſon of it as unalterably as the 

C 2 Laws. 
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Laws of. the Medes and Perſians : 


Whorhen, belicving this, can believe, Þ 


char his faſting, weeping or mourn- | 
ing, renting heart or garment can avail Þ 
any thing to: the altering of that De. | 


crce under which it was his Lot tobe | 


born. So that he that hath imbibed 3 
this Doctrine hath cur the Sinews of "3 \ 


all induſtry, it he acts conlequentially | 


to what he himſelt doth believe. Nay, & 
but the means are ordained as well as # 
the end may ſome ſay | True, they | 
are ſo: But to the far greateſt parr of | 


men, if their opinion were true, God i 


'S - 
# 


ſhould command them to 1eck his face 
in vain ; tor thoſe mcans could never 
attain the end for which men ſhould 
uſe them, namely, the Salvation 
oft their ſouls: For never any man 
from the toundation of the world 
under that Decrca was fav'd, neither 
indeed can be, though Moſes, and 
Samuel ſhould pray for him; or an An- 
gel from heaven preach unto him, he 
could nor believe. To whar purpoſe 
now was the means ordained to theſe, 
or the uſe of them? Nay, to what 


purpoſe 


4 


A. ct, 
Y = 
£8 
33 
EP 


B25 24 
Py ted 3 þ 24.136 1 
; py 26s 24.3565 
ELIT BENIN Sell © i 


purpoſe ſhould God wiſh the conver- 
ſion of ſuch ſinners ? ſend his Embal- 
ſadors ro intreat and befeech them, 
expoſtulate rhe caſe with them, Why 
will ye die ? ſwear unto them, As 7 
live, I had rather you ſhould live ; it in 
the mean while he hath decreed their 
dcarh betore they did good or evil, and 
in order to that Decree was reſolved, 
never toafford them power to perform 
any one act of ſaving grace > Now, 
whether there be inſincerity in theſe 
Expreſſions, or in their Opinions, judg 
ye. Nay, let God be true, andevery 
man a liar, Let us heartily believe 
that every mans deſtruction is wholly 
{rom himſelf, and not from any fatal 
Decree of God. 

Laſtly it is objeCted,the ſeventeenth 
Article of the Church of England 
ſays, God hath decreed before the 


foundations of the world were laid by 


his Counſel ſecret to us, todeliver from 
Curſe and damnation thoſe whom he hath 
choſen in Chriſt out of mankind, 
From whence they thys argue, Be- 
re the foundations of the world 
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were laid, no man could do good or 
evil ; but even then ſome were choſen; 
and conſequently, ſome nor : there- 
fore thoſe that were not choſen were 
rejected before they had done good, or 
evil TothisI anſwer ; as ſome were 
choſen in Chriſt, and conſequently, 
others not choſen beforc the foun- 


dations of the world were laid: fo - | 


known unto God were all things be- 
fore the foundations of the world 
were laid. He knew the firſt man 
would fall, and all mankind in him; 
{o that when he choſe them in Chriſt 
he look'd upon them as ſinners, for 
the whole need not a Phyſitian, bur 


thoſe that are ſick. He that is not a 


Sinner needs not a Saviour; and ſo 
when the non-Elect were rejected, 


they were conſidercd as Sinners, and 


not asCreatures; my meaning 1s, not 


 meerly under the Notion of Crea- 


cures. So that the Article, it rightly 
underſtood, doth not impugn, but 
rather confirm this great truth which 


JF fo much contend for: namely, 


That God doth not hate any man 
Sha 


eprobation Temovea. FL 


F as his Creature before he conſider him 
© as a Sinner. 

{ Theſethingshavel written to ſhew, 
& that Gods ways are cqual, and if we 
- periſh, it is becauſe our ways are un- 
7 cqual. "To vindicate the mercy of God, 
.} which doth prolong our days, and fill 
{| our ycars with goodneſs, from the 
{ malignity of that DoCtrine that doth 
- inſinuatc, that to ger himſelf glory 
: God from all Eternity had no good 
| willto ſave the greateſt part of man- 
& kind. Laſtly, To raiſe up the weak 
& hands, and ſtrenpthen rhe feeble knees, 
and ſettle the od and fainting 
ſpirits of ſuch as fear, there is an eter- 
nal Decree of hcaven gone out againſt 
them; in atluring them, that no irre- 
ſpective Decree of God, ſends any man 
to hell ; and thar only-their own fins 
can cauſe their damnation : Which 
damnation to prevent, what could 
have been done more than God hath 
done? For ſo God loved the world, that 
he ſent his ouly begotten Son into the 
world that whoſoever believes in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life, C4 Vulgar 


La - my 
*f pl - = mo Fs 
> 1 7 Sn Wb ahen HIER 
* * £ 
4 : WIFE 2 
Re AOL'S ©. a 
-_ 
*2- 
o_ -” 
_ Eu 4.4 SVi:<e/dpdi</ bo : ; 
_—_ —— ** UND > pe 7 ON tbl ttt tt iro us 1 We 2146s ati; 
LY * « 
4; » , 
_ £ © A+ ies a. A © 1,498. ; 
_— 
PI" 
0s «iba 
———_ a 


WIS YM E's re Cary, ; 
att = - 1 54 4 on, Ales 23, Y of £ : ; - 
ABCs EEO 
NDP AUPTIIaeR 


ens 


* Vulgar Errors 
x CONCERNING 
| Kingly GovERNMENT 


FP Removed. 


'» Fi Od is a God of Order, he 
- LES *$10 hath made Angelsand Men 
J9...£|f in a Wonderful Order. 
E xz?) Now Order is the diſpo- 
ſing of unequal things to their proper 
places, as ſome to fit on the Throne, 
others to grind at the Mill ; Servants 
to be on foot, and Princes on horſe. 
back. It is a Vulgar Error which ſome 
thave imbibed, that fear firſt made 
men into Societies ; or elſe that 
ſtrength only uſurp'd a power over 
them, This Principle is the fruitful 
(= mother 
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mother of Rebellion ; for itdoth inſi- 
nuarte, that as ſoon as it will ſtand with 


rhceir intereſts, men may tree them- 
ſelves from their bonds, *© But how 
« falſe and unnatural this Principle is 
« may appear by this; that God made 
« our conclition fuch, that no man is, 
« Or cver Was born into the world, 
« but was under Father or Mother, 
« which could not bc uſurpers of Go- 
« yeramenrt over their own Children; 
« bur their Children by the Law of 
« Nature were bound to obcy them, 
« as one very well oblerves. When 
Familics grew vreat, the elder of the 
houſe was their natural Lord, and fo 


is likely they continued + till ſome | 


We? Nimrod invaded their righrs , 


and uſurp'd Government over them, 


which when others heard of, *tis ra- 


tional ro conjecture, thar to prevent 


that ſpreading Gangrene amongſt 


them likewiſe, thc wite and good men, 
that were Fathers of ſeveral Tribes, 


gave up their right to one whom they 


called a King. So that he came not to 


this height by Uſurpation, or Ambt- 
rion, 


] 
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tion, but by a free and chcarful con. 
junction of ſeveral Tribes to thar 

ribe, which had fo good and porent 
1 Father over them, as was both able 
nd willing to preſerve their Liberties 
and Laws. Ju/t:n, one of the moſt 
anticnt of the Latine Hiſtorians, ſays 
almoſt as much. So that Kingly Go- 
vernment 1s not only the moſt natural, 
bur it 15 the anticnteſt Government in 
the world. Ir is likely ſome were of 
old likewiſe for a Commonwealth ; 
cither out of ambition to have part in 
the Government, or elſe moyed to it 
by the ill adminiſtration of Juſtice by 
Kings, or by their envy and diſcontent. 


IBut //omer, the antient Greek Poet, 


cries Out, 2x aza0oy, the Government 
by many is not good ; let there be bur 
one King, one Governour, indeed 
herein he reſembles God ; who being 
but one, governs all the world. As 
Monarchy reſembles God in Majeſty ; 
ſo likewif. in Mercy : All other forms 
of Government come ſhort of Mo- 
narchy in Mercy. His Prerogative 
can diſpenſe with the rigour of the 

| Law, 


28 Pulgar Errors concerning 


Law, wherc he ſees there is hopes of 
amendmentx for the future, or where 
the evidence was not ſo clear as was 
to be wiſh'd againſt the condemned 
perſon, or where it ſhould be very 
tragical to take away the lite of the 
oftcader. Conſidering how apt we 
or our Childrcnare to be tempted, and 
overtaken in a taulr of a high nature, 
It is our great priviledge that we and 
they are born under Monarchy, which 
it it pleaſe can ſhew mercy to the con- 
demned, and conſider thoſe favouraſ 
ble Circumſtances which the Lay 


k_— ea_ hos 


NB & ky  - tt th. 


z oy. 
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could take no notice of, nor Ariſteſſſ , 
eracy or Demecracy do conſider. Thefſ ,\ 


Beaſts in the Fable were afraid, if theyſſ 4 
admitted the Lion to be their King, 
that then he might prey upon them 
at pleaſure ; To whom the Fox replies, 
It you do not, the Bear, and the Wolj, 
and cvecry beaſt ot prey will tear us, 
whilſt we have none that can, or wi 
defend us. The Moral of it is this 
As thercis no Government upon carth 
but may be ſubject to inconvenience 


if the Ruler be wicked, yet Monarchy 
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is leaſt ſubject to it; for if one be 
thought troubleſom, what eaſe or 
ſecurity can there be when their namie 
is -Legion? Ir was certainly a great 
villany, though, being ſuccelsfnl, ir 
went for virtuc in Brutus and his Con- 
federates among the Romans to depoſe 
Tarquinius,and afterwards uponthat to 
call all Monarchy Tyranny ; bur never 
did the world know preater ſlavery 
than under the Ari/tocracy of Athens, 
where inſtcad of avoiding one, they 
ſet up thirty Tyrants; and an Hiſto- 
FE rian tells us, the Roman State could 
not long have been preſcrved, if it had 
not ſubmitted to a Monarchy ; for 
the popular hears and factions were ſo 
great, that the Annual Election of Ma- 
'F ciſtrates was but another name for a 
tumulr., Nay, it 1s obleryable in rhe 
beginning of the Roman Common- 
wealth, when they rebelled againſt 
Tarquinius, and ſect up Conluls; this 
example was fo preyalent with the 
Souldiers that they ſoon ſer up a 
Tribune of the People avainſt the 
Conſuls, and this Tribune and thz 

Conluls 
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Conſuls were often at daggers dray- 
ing who ſhould be uppermoit, bur ar 
lait Czar threw them both out, and 
rook the Empire upon himſelf. Ir is 
likewiſe a Vulgar Errour, that hath 
obtained with many, that God po. 
vcrncd his own people in nature a 
Commonwealth - Government until. 
they ſintully defired a King: Fromfy | 
whence they conclude Ari/tocracy to | 
be the beſt form of Government : Bur 
when God delivered the Jews out of 
['zypt, he governed them, not only 
as their God, but as their Sovercign 
alſo; and he gave them Laws, not 
only for Picty, but for Polity alſo; 
and he ſet up his Deputies, Moſes, and 
Aaron, and Samuel, to govern them, 
according to thoſe Laws which himſelf 
had made to govern them by, both in 
Church and State. They could make 
no Laws to govern the State by, a 
we do Acts of Parliament, nor abrofll 
gate any ; tor as yet God was the 
Sovereign. When they were angr) 
at this, and would haye a King to be 
like the Heathen ; they angred God, 
NC 
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- not but that they choſe the beſt kind 
| of Government, but they rejected 
EB God the beſt Governour, 1 Sam.s.7. 
| God ſays thus ro Samuel, They have 
| not rejected thee, but they have rejedted 

me, that I ſhould not reign over them, 
| They preferred an carthly King to 
| rcign over them before an heavenly ; 
| and Laws of his making before Laws 
| of Gods making. Samuel told them 
| 


what Laws he would make, Ze wil 

take, ſaid he, the beſt of your Fields 
fl and Vineyards, the tenth of your Seed 
fl and of your Cattel and give to hu Of- 
I fcers, &c. Nevertherlets, they would 
' have it ſo, rather than God ſhould 
| reign over them any longer; and ! 
| hence it was, that he gave them a King 
i in his anger. How ungrateful cither 
il Democracy or Ariſtccracy hath been to 
} their greateſt Patriots, and the de- 
| fenders of their Country, the Hiſto- 
rics of Miltiades and Ariſtides among 
the Greeks, and of Scypio Africanus ; 
among the Latines do abundantly 4 
teſtifie, Indeed, eminency of virtue ; 
in their Govyernours mult nceds create 
jealouſies 
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jealouſics of introducing Monarchy, 
which, they to prevent, did often un- 
_ juſtly impriſon or baniſh rheir beſt 
Commanders, Iris likewiſe a Vulgar 
Error, that from the beginning of the 
world there was a propriety of Law 
ro make a Monarch ; whereas to mat- 
rer of fact, to any that will not ſhut 
their eycs, it muſt needs appear a 
vain Hypotheſis. For I would fain_ 
know whether Adam held his Title 
over his Children to: or any other 
Hereditary Prince at firſt; or whether 
rather rhe righr ro Government was 
not inherentin his very Bloud, Perſon, 
and the nexr of the Family. It it be 
ſaid, bur few Nations have been fo 
happy as ro have the Succeflion de- 
rived to the eldeſt of.the Family long 
together, but one of theſe two things 
oftren hapned, either tome Ulſurper 
obrained the Government by rhe 
commorion of a Pcople, or fome 
other Nation got the Crown by Con- 
queſt: Wedemand in ſuch caſes,is not 
that Government from God 2 I anſwer, 
_ God ſuffers the Devil to have a great 

power, 


T F 


power, bur is it therefore a lawfnl 
one? And will you trom thence argue, 
chat - all men therefore ought, as well 
as moſt moſt men do, obey him ? 
A-Permiſſive power 1s one thing, and 
a juſt power that comes with Gods 
Commitſion is another. Where tie 
People rebel againſt their lawtul 
Prince, and ſet up an Ulſurper, here is 
Gods Permiſſion: But as tor Gods 
Commiltion to ſuch a Power I, am 
to ſcek, and ſol believe 1s every Ulſur- 
per, as well as was Zerry the Fourth 
of England on his death-bed ; who 
looking on his Crown, which flood on 
his Bolſter, ſighing, ſaid to- his Son, 
What right I had to thi; Crown God 
only knows : Or as was Richard the 
Third, the night before - Boſworth 
Field was fought, .as Polydor Virgil 
relates. I will give-it you in his own 
worc's, ſpeaking how he was ſcared 
inthe Night, he ſays, /d pato. non fuiſfe 
ſomnium ſed ErinnemConſcientie I do not 
think it a dream affrighted him ſo, but 
his guilty Conſcience. Secondly, wht: 
ſome other Nation by. Conqueſt ob- 
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| rained the Crown, if it were unuſltly 


gotren, (as it was where the Con- 


querour was the Aggreſlor ) it is no 
lawful Power: For if Robbers of 


whole Countries be Gods Vicegerents, 
ſurely Thieves, and Bandittoes arc 
his under Officers. As a Baſtard 4! 


' the tenth Generation might not enter 


into the Congregation of the Lord, 
Deut. 23. 2. So ſuch a baſtard Go- 
vernment, muſt have length of time 
ro make it legitimate ; bur if it was a 


lawful Conqueſt, as it might be where | 


the Conquered gave juſt occaſion of a 
War or elſe began the War firſt : Yet 
the Title is weak to the conquered 
Crown, till by length of time, and 
death of all juſt Pretenders, it be- 
comes the true Title, beeauſe it be- 
comes the only one. Iris likewile ſaid 
by ſome of late times, that Kings have 
nothing to do to meddle in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal matters,but only to govern in Civil 
Aﬀairs ; bur ir is apparent, that as the 


Fathers of the Families in the beoin. 


ning of the world. were veſted with a 
Kingly power over their own Poſterity, 
— ſo 
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ſo likewife they were Pricſts to 
their own Houſholds; and Efau is 
| called a prophane perſon, becauſe he 
ſold his Bbirthright, Heb. 12, 16. to 
which the Prieſthood was annexd. 
He is not called a Fool, or an [deor, 
but a profane perſon, one that did un- 
hallow himſelf. So that from the be- 
ginning it was not ſo as they would 
have it, neither is itſo yet ; tor what- 
cver things or perſons were not cx- 
cmprted from the power of the chict 
Magiſtrate before Chriſts time, are 
not by him exempted. Now, it we 
ſhall enquire what was the manner 
of the Nations of the World, or of 
Gods Pcople in this you it will ap- 
pear, that the Magiſtrate ever regu- 
lared Religion, and religious perſons : 
Witneſs the Decree of Cyrus to build 
Gods Temple ; of the King of Nzze- 
vey to proclaim a Faſt for all ; and of 
Nebuchadnezzar, firſt, for Idolatry, and 
afterwards, for to worſhip the true 
God; all which are at large recorded 
in Scripture. And although in the 
Jewiſh Commonwealth God ſeparated 
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the Prince from the Prieſt, yer {till 
the Prieſt remained ſubject to the 
Prince, as by the Stories of David 
and Solomon (ufficiently appear. The 
Kings were blamed it things of Reli- 
gion Were amiſs : which certainly they 
had never been, had not the affairs 
of Religion appertained to their in- | 
ſpe&tion. Bur it is obyected, that in | 
the Primitive time of Chriſtianity, the 
power to govern the Church was only 
in the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, 
and not in heathen Princes. To thar | 
I anſwer, Thoſe heathen Princes had 
a right to Chriſtianity, and alſo to the 
Government of Chriſtian Churches in 
their Dominions, but they ſcorned 
ro own their right to either, or to 
ſubje& rheir Scepters to a Crucified 
Saviour, But when in Conſtantine's 
timc the Government became Chriſti- 
an, Socrates tells us, all the Aﬀairs of 
the Church returned to the Royal 
' Autharity, and Conſtantine reprels'd 
the 4rian Doctrine ; and Fuſtinian the 
Emperour eſtabliſh'd the Code of the 
Univerſal Church, conſiſting of the 

four 
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four firſt general Councils, and ſome 
ancient Provincial ones, and made 
them Laws of old rctorming Kings, 
were commended : now, God never 
commends bufſie-bodics in . other 
mens matters; every one ought to 
glorific God with that Talent which 
he hath received. Now the Sword is 
the Magiſtrates Talent, and with that 
he is to be an avenger of thoſe that do 
cvil : Bur evil m the Church is cvil, 
as well as in the State, and tends to 
overthrow the State, and rherctore it 
belongs to him to avenge it. He goes 
againſt the Laws of our Land, and 
may make him too weak for Govern- 
ment, who will not allow the King 
Supremacy in the Church, as well as 
in the Stare, not as ſupreme Ordinary 
unlcſs he pleaſe to go into Sacred Or- 
ders; which he may at any time, bur 
he always is Supreme Governour in 
his Territories, as well Eccleſiaſtical 
as Civil. It is no leſs dangerous to 
teach, that People may rebel upon 
grievances on the outward State, and 


that Nature then teaches them, by 
D 2 the 


2 
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the meer force of rationality to con- 


ſtitute another Governour, or infi- 
tute another Government, My an- 
{wer to this 1s manifold, firſt, Who 
ſhall be judge of thoſe grievances? It 
you ſay the Common People, alas, 
what incompetent Judpes arc _ in 
weighty matters; eſpecially where 
they are concerned themſelves? If you 
ſay, the Nobles, and chict of the Peo- 
ple, why, theſe are not infallible ; ſec 


Num. 16.1,2, 3. Corah, Dathan, and 


Abiram, and two hundred and fifty 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the 


Congregation, men of renown, gathered 
themſelves together againſt Moſes, and 


agatuſt Aaron, and ſaid unto them, ye 
fake too much upon you. Wherefore lift 
you up your ſelves above the Congrega- 
tron of the Lord? Will ye put out the 
eyes of this people 2 &c. It is as pol- 
ſible now adays people may be igno- 
rant, or ambitious, as informer times. 
Bur be it granted, for argument ſake, 
there be a real grievance, is not the 
Law open to redreſs it? Will not the 
great Council of the Kingdom, think 
you, 
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you, move the King to give himup to 
juſtice who durſt adviſe the King to 
0 againſt Law ; thereby weakening 
1is Throne, which is upheld by Ju- 
ſtice; thereby diſhonouring the King, 
and making him leſs valuable to his 
People z Will nothing ſerve but 
F ſtretching forth the hand againſt Gods 
s Anointed, or riſing up in Rebellion ? 
g Certainly, both. theſe courſes are as 
plainly torbid in Scripture, as the 
{ Word of God can ſpeak it. If ob- 
| jected, Bur thoſe that killed Tyrants 
were always admired for ſacrificing 
| their own lives for the good of their 
| Country. I anſwer, It was greatly 
done for Lacretia, Cato, or Cleopatra 
in their circumilances to kill them. 
ſelves: but yer done wickedly; and 
| ſo here; only thegreatnelſs of the acti- 
on cauſeth men to take falſe meaſures 
of ir, and ſo admire and commend it ; 
eſpecially if good follow upon it, it 
more blinds rheir judgments. But you 
muſt notjudge by the good event the 
goodneſs of the aftion; for ſometimes 
a bad one hath a good event, and a 
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Food one bad ſucceſs; nor by rhe 
Good mcaning, for Peter meant well, 
when he drew his Sword to detend his 
Maſter : but by a law ful call they had 
ro undertake it. Now, who made 
thoſe private perſons judges or aven- 
fer3 in ſuch caſes? Or how can they 
be ſure that Anarchy and Confuſion | 
will not follow upon ſuch attemprs : 4 
Which it it do, they have facri- | 
ticed rhcir lives to the ruine of their 
Country. Therc ought to be none bur 
{awful courſes taken toredreſs unlaw- 
fl grievances: but Rebellion is judged 
an untawſul courſe both by the Law | 
of God, and the Law of the Land. 
+ Again, grant it bur lawful in any one 
cale ro rebel, and you give Rebels an 
Inch, which thev will foon make an 
Ell: And every ſmall orievance ſhall 
be made that very caſe, or couſin: 
german ro it. As men we ought to 
conſider humane frailty even in Go- 
vernouts, and hear with ſmall faults : 
confidering what great benefits we 
Nill enjoy by their Government. I have 
read of a Nation, that upon the TA 
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of their King would permit by a Law 
made to that effecty that every body 
might do what was right in his own 
eyes for tliree days; bur the marther- 
ings, and plunderings, and outrages in 
ſo ſhort a time were uſually ſo many : 
that the next King necded not ſo much 
his own virtucs as the remembrance of 
the interrexnmum Vices tocndcarhis Go. 
vernment to his People ; even Tyranny 
it ſelf is not ſo badas Anarchy. There 
1s a mean between Rebellion and loſing 
our Liberty, even when it is intrenchr 
upon, namely, a patient waiting until 
a redreſs may legally be had, and 
Reaſon and Law be heard in cold 
bloud to ſpeak : untill we give away 
our Liberties, or give up our Laws, 
we have ftill a birthright ro them even 
under oppreſſion. And if we repent 
of our ſins, which cauſed God to ſet 
ſuch a Governour over us, he can 
change the Governour's heart, for ir 
is in his hands to turn whether he 
pleaſes: or he can change the Go. 
vernour for another, provided we 
change firſt. Qne way or other, we 
may 
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may hope deliverance will come, for 
God doth not willingly grieve the 
Children of men? bur, until it do 
come, we mult patiently bear Gods 
{ſcourge in this kind, as wedo ſickneſs, 
111 weather at Sea, or Land, Pcſtilence, 
Famine, or thelike. This is Chriſtian 
Doctrine of the Church of England; 
witneſs the firſt part of the Homily 
againſt Rebellion ; where having ſaid, 
God pives a People ſuch Kings ulually 
asthey deſcrve:ut ſubzoyns tor Subjects 
ro deſerve tor their ſins to have an 
evil Prince ſet over them, and then 
rebel againſt him, were double and 
| treble evil : Nay, let us cither deſerve 


tohavc a good Prince, or let us pati- | 


ently ſufker and obey ſuch as we de- 
ſerve. It People rebel, one of theſe 
three tlungs muſt happen, Either the 
'King muſt conquer, and then the Sub- 
xs have fairly mended the matter, 
have they not? It it were aRod in his 
hands betorc, they may juſtly now 
expett a Scorpion : Or elſe they muſt 
- conquer, it ſo, who ſhall keep them 


from tyrannizing over the” King, and 


their 
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their fellow Subje&ts? Or, who ſhall 
keep from FaCtions, and Change 
of Government every month? I hope 
we have had too late experience in 


| both theſe Kinds to truſt to any fair 
| pretence again in haſt. Or, thirdly, 
| there will be an Accommodation : if 


4 
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, 


I | 
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| ſo, yet many dear lives are like firſt to 


be loſt, and then we arc at beſt bur 


where we are now; for at laſt ſome 


| body muſt be truſted with the Supre- 


| macy upon their honeſty. So that to 
| Rebel ſcems to me a remedy worſe 
than the diſeaſe at all times ; for Re- 
{ bels always go without a Commillion ; 
| and theretore whatever they do can- 
| not be ſaid to go beyond it; many 
| times they complain without a juſt 
| cauſe, or upon a very ſlender one, nog 
| worthy of ſuch a deciſion as the Sword. 
| It is uſually ſaid of the Frgiifh man, 
| that he never knows when a thing is 
| well; infomuch, that being over-curi- 
| ous, intending ſti{] tro amend his work, 
| he often mars all, or at leaſtwiſe_ 
{ makes it worſe. Certainly, our Eng- 
| liſh Conſtitution of Government 15s 


well 
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well enough in all reaſon. We are at 


this day, bleſſed be God, and our pra: 
cious King, at leaſt, as tree as any 


Nation 1n The known world; let usf 


' not ſcrew the ſtrings fo high rill they 


break, anqall the Harmony be ſpoiled; 


there remains nothing to make uf 
happy under this Government, bur rof 
think our ſelves happy in it, to ble} 
Gocl for it, and to pay our Sagcs unto þ 
it. Some ot whuch arc thele thatÞ 
follow : Firſt, To livequictly under it. 
God and the Law hath given the King} 


_ the Sword, and whocver elle takes it, 


— 


iS an Uſurper ol another mans right, 
and delcrves to periſh by ic. ZYazael 
was confident he ſhould never do ſof 


'wickeu'y with his power as the Pro- 


»hct told him he would. Why, thoſe Þ 
hat uturp the Sword, as little know þ 


their own hearts as he, and therefore | 
are as little to be truſted. For Ar- 
gument ſake, let us ſuppoſe it juſt in | 
the beginning, yet toalter or change a 
Government, mcn mult bc forc'd to 


take ſuch violent courſes, as would 


render their actions unjuſt in the end, 


though 
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though juſt ar firſt : But to reſiſt rhus 
the lawful power,is to do evil that good 
may come on it; and I am ſure that js 
neither good nor juſt, firſt or lat 
Secondly, To honour the King as the 
Father of our Country. Suppole then 
any weakneſs in a Father, ſhould a 
Son diſcover any nakednels? Cham 
was curſed for it; it is a part of that 
honour we owe to a King to cover it 
whenever we find it, not to curſe him 
in our bed-chamber, but always to 
ſpeak honourably of him; the raking 
away a Kings honour and eſteem 
amongſt his Subjects, is but a prepa- 
rative to the taking away of his life. 
Thirdly, To pray for him both in 
Publick, and in Private; it is a weigh- 
ty matter to govern ſo, as to ſerve fo 
many intereſts, and it any be not ſer- 
ved they will be angry and waſpiſh. 
Moſes complained, he was not able to 
bear the burthen of Governmennt, 
and yethe was well-ſpirited for ir by 
Almighty God. Hehathneed enough 
of our Prayers, and we have need 
enough to pray for him, if but for 
our 
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our own fakes, for in his pcace we 
ſhall have peace, and in his trouble 
we ſhall have trouble enough. If 
God commanded the Jews to pray for 
the lite of the King of Babylon, and 
to ſeek the peace of that Ciry whe- 
ther they were carricd Captive:- How |þþ - 
much more ſhould we pray for our | 

own King, and ſeek the peace of our | 
Narive is, Fourthly, To pay 

"Tribute without murmuring propor- 
tionably ro our Eſtates ; moſt men 
miſtake the Liberty of the Subject, 
which is the true cauſe of complaining 

inthis point. 'Tis not in having ſuch | 
a property in our goods, as to exclude 
our Sovercign by Parliament from lay- 
ing a Tax for our own defence, but 
only in excluding any Forcin Power, 
or any tellow-Subject trom invading 
our rights; Should it conſiſt in the 
tormer, the Kingdom might ſink for 
want of neceſſary ſupport. *Tis not 
enough tor a man to labour to build 
his houſe, bur he muſt do ſomething 
to defend his labours : Now in re- 


gard a private man cannot defend 
himſelf 
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himſelf againſt ſome mighty Nimrods, 


he muſt be content to pay Tribute ro 


thoſe that can. Render therefore to 
all their dues, tribute to whom tribute 
is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, &C. 


Fifthly, To obey him and his good 


| Laws; where Laws are good, pallive 


obedience is not enough; for ſuch as 


| will not obey for Conſcience ſake, bur 
| only for wrath, bring an evil report 


upon his good Government, for by 
ſuffering they ſhew what an opinion 
they have of his Laws, and what they 
would have others think of them, 


I namely, that they are not good, and 
| that godly men cannot live withour 


perſecution under his Government ; 
This muſt nceds tend much to rhe 
diſhonour of the King. Some others 
will obey the King, only provided he 
be a godly King, that 1s, ( in their 
ſenſe of godlineſs ) one of their own 
Church; But Temporal right to Do- 
minion 1s not founded in grace. | The 


| Scripture makes no ſuch diſlinCtion of 


Kings, but commands obedience to 
them,whether Saul be King, or David 
King. 
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King, whether Nero be Emperour, or 
Conſtantine Emperour. O F/iimg live 
for ever, ſaid Danic{ to Darius Who 
calt him into the Lions Den. It -any 
thing be amiſs in the Chict Magiſtrate, 
Advice, Prayers, and Patience are the 


molt Chriſtian remedies, tor all Judges | 


under him are but his Depuries, and 
all the power his Licutenants have off 


the Sword 1s the Kings, andit can ne-||- 


ver ſtand with reaſon that his Autio- 
rity thould be uſed trodepoſc his Per: | 
fon, Nothing can bring tyranny ſooner 
into a Kingdom than the taking ot an 
ungodly courſe to keep it out. Sole 
mon lays, Againſt a King there is m 
riſing up. It objected, It was ſo in 
deed in /ſrac], but the Politick Laws 
of England difier trom thoſe of 1ſrael, 
My antwer is, We arc not tor that Ar: 
bicrary Government of a King; men- 
tioned in the cighth Chapter of the 
firſt Book of Samnel, but where the 
Laws of Eng/and command and pre: 
ſcribe obedience, there we may ſately 
urge it upon the Conſcience, and there 
every Subyect of England ought to 
yield 


. 


yield obcdicnce to it. When the Law 
of the Land ſays, {t # not lawful upon 
any pretence whatſoever to take ap 
Arms againſt the King ; then we urge 


| thar of the Apoſtle, Be ſubjett to 


every Ordinance of man for the Lord 


ſake, whether to the King as Sapream 
| and that of St. Paul, I hoſoever reſ:. 
g /teth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance 


of God: For although men ſer the 
bounds; yet God curles thoſe that 
remove the Land-marks; and invade 
anothers rights, And blctſed beGod 
that he hath, even in our _ oOVCr- 
turned, overturned, all Rebels and 
Ulurpers of Government till he came 
wholc right it was to govern us, and 
he hath piven it him. Now what re- 
mains, but that we bleſs God that 
there is a King again in England, 
and that every one doth not what 
is right in his own eycs; that Aſhur: 
a ſtranger is not our King, but a per- 
fect Engliſhman lineally deſcended 
of ſo many famous Anceſtors; a 
nurſing Father of the Church, and 
a Detender of the Laws and GD” 
E © 
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of his People, one that looks on us, 
as David on the Tribe of J«dah, to 
be his own bone and his own fleſh; 
and that we carneſtly pray, that God 
would ſtill long continue his gracious 
Reign over us ; that we may lead quiet 


and peaccable livcs inall godlineſs and ff 
honeſty. { 
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] Gods Houle and hisWorſhi pin ic 
; Removed. 


Fam Lnighty God, who accord- 
M a © ing: to his nature, is infi- 
f nite and incomprehenſi- 
| ble, dwells not in Tem- 
ples made with hands, as it is written, 
| Heaven is my Throne, and Earth is 
my footſtool, yet this infinite God is 
caſed to condeſcend ſolow, as to be- 

| hold the things which arc in 'Heaven, 
and in Earth, and to dwell with the 
Children of men: and though he hath 
given us all that wehave, and all that 
we are: yer he accepts of any thing 
we ſhall in way of gratitude give back 
E, 2 again 
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again to him, ro honour his Holy 
Name, and to make his praile to be 
plorious. Jacob knowing this, vowed 
a J'ow, when ſent away by his Pa. h 
rents for fear of his Brother Eſau, | 
Gen.l23.,20. Saying, if God will be with 
me,and will keep me in this way that T of 
aid will give me bread to cat, and ray-| : 
ment to pur on, ſo that Icome again unto k 
| my Fathers houſe in peace,then ſha/l thek : 
Lord be my God; and this ſtone which 
] have ſet for a Pillar ſhall be God 
houſe, and of all that thou ſhalt g1Ve me : 
I will ſurcly give the tenth unto thee, 
We read of ſeveral Altars before, but 
here is the firſt mention in the Scri-f C 
96 of any Houle to be built to the 7 
19nour of Gods Name. Afterwards 
God bid Moſes and Aaron build hin 
an Ark, and told them it ſhould be the 
Covenant and Pledge that he would 
go along with them, and that they 
1hould have his preſence amongſt them, 
and fo it wasperformed accordingly: 
When thePluliſtines had taken it,it k 
gucd them,their God Dagon fell bel 
1,then they returnedit;and when Qzes 
Eden 
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Eom had it, the Lord bleſſed the houſe 
of Obed-Edom the Gittite, and all that 
appertained to him, becauſe of the Ark 


| of God, After this, David ſcriouſly 
| conſidered with himſelt that he dwele 
[in an houſe of Cedar, but the Ark of 
| God was only under a Tent, and he 
| vowed a Vow unto the Lord that he 
! would prepare a place for it. The ve- 
Cry inſtinct of nature told him, it was 


2 ſhame that his own houſe ſhould 


be handſomer than the Publick place 


of Gods Worſhip; and fo it ſhould 
teach us at this day. He prepares 
with all his might a ſtupendious quan- 


Itity of matcrials for the Houſc of 


God, 1 Chron. 29. 4 Three thouſand 
Talents of Gold, of the Gold of Ophir, 
and ſeucn thouſand Talents of refined 
Sitved to over-lay the Walls of the [Houſe 
withal, and Braſs and Iron withour 
weight, and Marble ſtones, and other 
Matcrials without number; for he 


'E conſidered that the Houſe was not 
for man, but for Gad. Peaceful Solc- 


mon builds this Houſe and conſecratcs 


Fit, and God accepts of it, and heard 


E 2 _ the 
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the Prayers of his' People that were 
Put up 1n it againſt Plague, Famine, 
Mildew, blaſting, or when the Ene |} 
my afflicted them within rhe Gates; | 
when Ne/uchadnezzar burnt this houſe, If « 
and carricd away all the goodly Veſt | 
ſcls belonging to it to Bahrlon, Nehe-fj © 

E 


miah rebuilds it, and God ſtirreth up 
rhe ſpirit of Cyrus the Perſzan to ſend} 

| back again to this Temple five thou-F ! 
{land tour hundred Veſſels of Gold | 
and Silver, which Nebachaduezzar had} | 
taken away, and put them in the 
Houlc of his Gods; fo the Temple was 1c 
builr, and beautified,and reverenced as] fl 
Gods Sanctuary, as it ought to bc. But P: 
1n our Saviour's time men were grown] 4 
to that height of prophaneneſs, that "© 
they brought Sheep andOxen intothat} 7 
holy place to be ſold, they made 2 
Market placcof it to ſell Doves, and *! 
to change Money ; but the zeal off 
Gods Houſe did eyen cat our Saviouf #7 
up; that is, made him ſeem to forgd] £4 
his mild and gentle nature, and ue a 
Rod inſtcad of the ſpirit of meckneſs; 
he with a Scourge drove | out the 
Oxen, 


God's Houſe and his Worſhip removed. 55 hs, 


Oxen, overthrew the Tables of the 
Money changers, and ſaid to them 
. | char ſold Doves, Take theſe things 
| hence, and would not ſuffer any to 
carry a Veſlel through the Temple, 
- || becauſe it was an holy place, and left 
. | a laſting Leſſon to us highly to eſteem 
{ of places dedicated to Gods Worſhip. 
{ But here three Queſtions may ariſe ; 
1. How comes one place to be more 
holy than another 2 2, What kind of 
holineſs is a place capable of ? 3. Whe- 
© ther if it be granted that 'a place was 
ſounder the Law, it be fo ſtill under 
che Goſpel 2 To the firſt I anſwer, a 
place comes to be holy by being ſepa- 
rated from common ule, and dedica- 
ted to the ſervice of God, Exod.13.12. 
Thou ſhalt ſet apart all that openeth 
the Matrix unto the Lord. Now 
St. Luke, ſpcaking of the ſame thing 
in Chap. 2. 23. renders it thus, Every 
Male that openeth the womb ſhall be 
called holy unto the Lord : So that if 
a rhing be ſet apart for the Lord, upon 
J that ſetting it apart it becomes holy. 
J The Ifrachites were called a holy 
© > people 
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people becauſe God ſeparated them 
from ail othcr Nations to be his own 
peculiar, 1 Nings 8.53. And when he | 


would conſccrate the Levites to his | 
ſervice ſrom among all the Children | 
of Tſrael, He ſays thus to Moſes, Thou} 
ſhalt ſeparate the Levites from among | 
the Children of Iſrael, and the Levites þ 


ſhall be mine, Num.8.14. fo that when f 


a place is ſcparated from common ulc, 
anc dedicatcd to -the ſervice of God, | 
that place is a Sanctuary, a holy place; 
and till the relation it hath ro God ff 
for his ſervice 1s aboliſhed, it is toff 
be accounted Sacrcd: So that the no- 


tion of Holineſs conſiſts in this, inf 


being ſeparated and fer apart for 
God. The Religious perſon, whilſt 
he is ſeparated from ſin and ſinners, 
from the allurements of a wicked 
world, and the ſinful luſts of the 
fleſh, he makes his Soul and Body a 
Temple for the Holy Ghoſt. 2. If 
demanded what kind of holineſs 1 
place is capable of 2 TIanſwer, a place 
1s not capable of any inherent holineſs 
as mans Soul is, but only of a Relative 
” holineſs ; 


holineſs; and if you willſhew ſo much - 
reVCrence to a Prince as to bc uncove- 
red in his Preſence Chamber, certain- 
ly you ought to ſhew as much to God 
to b2 uncovered in his Sanctuary, If 
jt be ſaid, true, under the Law we 
grant things had a Relative holineſs, 
but how do you prove they have fo 
under the Goſpel, IT anſwer, Time 
and Place arc receptive of holincſs 
alike. We know that all times are 
his: for he makcs all our days, all 
things are his, for the'Earth is the 
La. and the fulneſs thereof. But now, 
if undcr the Goſpel ſome time may 
be more peculiarly his than as all time 
is his : and ſome things may be more 
peculiarly his,than as all things are his ; 
then thoſe things which arc ſo pecu- 
larly his may have a Relative holineſs 
in them under the Goſpel as well as 
under the Law; for the Relative ho- 
lineſs conſiſts in this peculiar ſepararti- 
on to Almighty God. Now thatſome 
Times may be peculiarly his is plain by 
St. John's calling the firſt day of the 
Week the Lords Day, Rev.1. 10, thar 
| in 
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is, ſet apart for his ſervice by the Apo- 
ſtles and the Church inſtead of the 
Jewilh Sabbath: and ſome Things may 
be. peculiarly his as doth appear by 
St. Peters ſpecch to Anantas, Whilſt it 
remained was it not thine own 2 &c, 

ﬆts 5.4. but to keep back whar 
was dedicated to God was a robbing 
of God; 4 Lying unto God, and not 
wnto men; lo that you ſee God may 
have a peculiarity in things under the 
Gojpelas well as under the Law. And 
it it be in a Day, ye ought tro keep it 
holy; it in a Houle, God would have 
you keep your foot when you enter into 
the houſe of the Lord, Wehave a Ge- 
ncration amongſt us that cry up the 
holineſs of the Sabbath, and the ſtri& 
obiervance ot it, as if in its minute Ap- 
pendagcs it bound us almoſt as much 
as it aid the Jew, and yet theſe very 
men will cry down the holineſs of the 
; Sanftuary, and account themſelves 
very holy in fo doing: Whereas, in 
Lev. 19.30. God joyns them both to- 
gether, ſaying, Te ſhall keep my Sab- 
baths, and reverence my Sanluary. 
It 
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If the fourth Commandment of the 
Decalogue bind us now according to 
rhe Letter as they contend, why doth 
their practice in kindling their fire, 
in drefling their food, contradict their 
opinion? Have they never read, that 
when it was in force, according to the 
Letter, a man was ſtoned for gathering 
ſlicks on the Sabbath day ? Bur if the 
Equity only of that Law be in force 
at thisday, why are we accounted as 
Tranſgrefſors by them, whilſt we 
keep itaccording to the Moral Equity 
and the Precepts of the Church 2 The 
cruth is, they are ſuperſtitious in the 
one, and prophane in the other. Can 
theſe men ſee that a Day may be holy 
becauſc ſet apart for the ſcrvice of God, 
and can they not fee that a Place like- 
wiſe may be holy which is conſecrated 
to his Worſhip 2 Even the light of 
nature taught the Heathen, if once a 
Thing was dedicated to God, if it were 
a gift, to devour that pitt was Sacri- 
ods. and brought a Curſe with it, 
witneſs thejr Proverb concerning the 
Gold of Tholofs: it it were a Place, to 

prophanc 
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prophanc that place was ſinful ; Procul 
hinc, procul eſte prophani Conclamat 
wates ; and that they think ſo ſtill, I 
call the Morocco Embaſſadour to wit- 
ncſ5. It it be ſaid, thoſe times for 
Publick Worſhip are appointed by 
Cods immcdiate command as Moral, 
and fo arc not publick places, and in 
that reſpe&t we honour one more than 
theother : Tanfwer, 1t1s one thing to 
ſay it, and another thing ſolidly to 
ptove it; tor the ſet times appointed 
by God in the tourth Commandment 
wcre the ſeventh days from the Crea- 
tion, which on all hands 1s confeſt we 
keep not. Again, in what time fo- 
cycr the Church began to omit the laſt 
day of the Week, and keep only the 
firſt, thac Weck there was no ſeventh 
day Sabbath, which could not lawful- 
ly have been done it one day of ſeven 
be moral, and of perpetual Equity ; 
for what is Moral is unchangeable. 
The truth is, the fourth Command- 
ment enjoyns us to ſet convenient 
timcs apart for Gods Service, and thar 
1s a moral duty, but our Lords Day 

| is 


— 
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is not appointed by rhat, but by rhe 
Traditions of the Apoſtles, and the 
Precepts of the Church. Now we 
have not only the Precepts of the 
Church to eſtcem reverently of 
Gods Houlſc, but the Precepts of the 
Apoſtles to do all things in Gods ſer- 
vice decently and in order ; and when 
| they did not, St. Pau! chides them 
thus, What, have you not houſes to eat 
and drink in2 It any man hunger let 
himecat at home. The diſhonourrhar 
is done to God's Houſe, reflets upon 
God himſclf. When Jehu deſtroyed 
Baal our of 1ſrae!, they brake down 
the houſe of Baal, and made it a. 
draught-houſe : And ſo it muſt needs 
rend to the diſhonour of Almighty 
God when we diſhonour the place. 
dedicated to his publick Worſhip, 
Learned Mr. Mead did believe, the in. 
ſtin& of nature taught the very Hea- 
then, that the Worſhip was dignified 
by the peculiarneſs ot the place, and 
the Magnificence of the Temple ap- 
' pointed for it. It is likewiſe a Vulgar 
Error that poſlcfſath the minds of 

| * many 
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many, that to hear Preaching is the 
chict cnd of coming to God's Houſe, 
whereas: joyning together in Prayer 
is tobe preterred betore it, that which 
carrics the denomination of a houſe, 
is certainly the chiet thing that is to 
be done 1n that houſe. Now Gods 
Houſe 1s not called the houſe of 
Preaching in Scripture, but he houſe 
of Prayer. I contcſs, Preaching is a 
great Ordinance, yet Prayer 1sa grea- 
tcr, how\meanly Gives it 1s eſteemed 
by many. It there were nothing but 
Preaching, they would come ; but it 
nothing bur Praying, they will not 
come. But bleſſed Hannah was not 
of thcir mind ; ſhe never refuſed to 
come to the Temple when there 
were Prayers there. Surely, the Er- 
ror in this point 1s very great, and one 
main cauſe I conceive 1s this, people 
are lazy in the duties of Chriſtianity, 
and will not ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtreight Gate ; now to hear a Sermon 
purs them to no preat labour ; Nay, 
happily the novelty of the Matter, the 
yaricty of the Phraſe, may deceive 

2-3 that 


that little coil of ſitting and liſtening 
to it: But Praycr is ;a lifting up of the 
Soul to God, and our Souls are na- 
turally tending downwards,ſo that we 
may find it a weighty matter .to litt 
them up long rogether, and we -arc 
quickly weary of that work. A righ- 
tcous mans Praycr doth nor avail 
much; unleſs it be fervent ; now fer- 
vency cannot be unleſs our Hearts 
pant after God as the Hart after the 
Rivers of waters. And to bring our 
hearts to this, will coſt us ſome pain. 
unlefs we ſigh and groan, and ſo Gods 
Spirit helps us to do; unleſs we mourn 
and weep, ſo David often ; unleſs we 
wreſtle with God as Facob, who wept 
and made his ſupplications unto him : 
which things ſince they are fo, no 
marvel though a carnal heart had 
rather come to Preaching than to 
Praying : 'tis a great deal the cafier 
duty ; take hed the Devil don't per- 
{wade you 'tis in a manner the only 
duty, leſt he keep you with a form 
_ of Godlineſs without the power of it 


all your days. When Foſeph og, 
Lis 
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his two Sons to Jacob to be blels'd, he 
thought his Father had heen miſtaken, 
in prefcrring Ephraim before Manaſſes : 
and he went ro remove his Fathers 
hands, ſaying, Not ſo my Father, this 
is the Elder, lay thy right hand uporx 
his Fead: but he anſwered and ſaid, I 
know it my Son, I know it, he ſhall be 
great, but truly his Brother ſhall be 


greater. While ſome people think we 


arcmiſtaken in preterring Praying be- 
torcPreaching,they arc miſtaken them- 
ſelves, and we may anſwer them, We 
know not what we affirm, we know 
it ; Preaching ſhall be accounted a 
orcat Eccleſiaſtical Ordinance, bur 
truly Prayer ſhall be a greater. And 
as Publick Praycr hath a more eſpecial 
promiſe to be heard than Private, fo 
likewiſe Praycrs put up in Gods 
Houle, have a more peculiar promilc 
than if putup elſewhere, Exod.20.2 4. 
In all places where ] record my namel 
will come unto thee, and will Bleſs thee. 
All Objections to the contrary are but 
like thoſe made againſt the waters of 
Jordan by Nuaman, Are not Abana, 


and} 
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and Pharphar, Rivers of Damaſcus 
better than all the waters of Iſracl, may 
I not waſh in them and Le clean £ No: 
the Promiſe is made to the waters of 
Fordan, and not to thoſe. Now, is 
the waters cleanſed not the Leproſie 
by any Phyſical operation, but by 
way of bleſſing; ſo neither do our 
Prayers prevail for their worthi- 
neſs, but arc heard tor his Promiſe 
lake, and his gracious goodneſs. 
The Jews when they prayedat home, 
were wont ſtill to ſpread forth their 
hands towards the Temple, 1 Kings 8.38. 
So Danict, his Windows being open to- 
wards Jeruſalem, he kneeled on his knees 
three times a day and prayed, Dan.6.10. 
Neither arc people leſs miſtaken con. 
cerning their Praiſes, than concern- 
ing their Praycrs in Gods Houle ; 
whilſt they cry out of the Organ, the 
Lute, or the Harp, as if it were ſin- 
tully ceremonious to ſing Praiſes atter 
that manner. The Ceremonial Law 
was given by Moſes, but this was not 
given by Moſes, therefore no part of 
the Ceremonial Law. Indeed, in the 
F Levis 


66 Pulgar Errors concerning 


Levitical Law the Jew was command- 
cd ro blow with Trumpets on the 
Sabbath and New Moons: But you | 
never read Moſes commanded to ling | 


Praiſes with Strings and Pipe. Again, | . 
the Cercmonics were ſhadows of B| , 
things to come, and moſt of them re- | - 
ferred unto Chriſt, bur rhis kind of | 
ſervice 1s no ways typical of the Meſſi | . 


ah, and therefore not Ceremonial. 
Neither is it fintul, for it was firſt }F 
taught us by the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt; ſce 2 Chrox. 29. 25, 
Hezekiah ſet the Levites in the Houſe 
of the Lord with Cymbals, Fſalteries, 
and ITarps, according to the command- 
ment of David, and Gad tbe Kings 

| Seer, and Nathan the Prophet, for [0 
was the Commandment of the Lord by 
his Prophets. So that to praiſe God 
with Inſtruments of Muſick in his 
Houſe is ſo tar trom being ſinful, that 
ir was inſtituted firſt of all art the / 
command of God himſelt by his Pro- 

' phers. If ir be farther objected, al- 
though it was appointed of God, yer 
x was appointed under the Old Law, 

before 
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before Chriſt came, therefore ought 
now to vaniſh My anſwer 1s; 
ſo were the Ten Commandments, yet 
they ought always to ſtand in force; 
we mult not look ſo much to the time 
when a Command is piven, as to the 
intrinſick nature of a Command, it 
we would know whether it be always 
to ſtand in force or no: For if the 
Lay have in it a Moral equity, though 
given under the Law, it may oblige 
us under the Goſpel. Now, that the 
great and glorious God ſhould be 
praiſed with Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Songs, ſung after the beſt 
and skiltulleſt manner, tro make his 
Service more folemn, muſt needs be 
molt equal; and having in it a moral 
equity, cannot be diſfpleaſing to Al- 
mighty God ſtillro be kept up by us. 
Inſtruments of Muſick have great 1n- 
fluence into the Aﬀettions of men, 
we uſe the Trumpet to ſtir up the 
courage of men in War : Why ſhould 
we not uſe theſe to ſtir up our Aﬀecti- 
ons to Gods Service, to make us ſing 
luſtily, and with a good c—_— | 
F 2 
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If it be ſaid, it will hinder our devo- | 
tion by carrying away the mind to | | 
the Muſick; I anſwer, this is not Þ | 
eſſcntial to it, but only accidental : | - ; 
So may a plcaſant Voice ; but we muſt Þ 
not take away the uſe of a thing be- | f 
cauſe it may bc abuſed. Watch there- Þ 7; 
tore morc narrowly thine own Heart, | , 
and think theſe Wings were added to | ,, 

. thy ſoul, to make her tly the ſwitter | - , 
up to Heaven, and not to flutter here Þ ,, 
below. God loyes no. lukewarm Þ + 
drouzic ſervice; that thercfore that þ x 
P 

le 


will hcighten our zeal, and take away 

our drouzinels, will be a help and not | 
an lundrance to our. devotion. To | x 
this cnd Dguid prepared two hundred | « 
fourſcore and eight Skilfud Singers to | n 
Praiſe God, being inſtruted in the Songs a 
of the Lord;as we rcad in 1 Chron.25.7, p 
And he made four thouſand Inſtru- | jr 
ments to praiſe God withal, x Chron, || «| 
23. 5. Thus he took order, that with Þ F 
7 rimpets and Shawmes, they ſhould It 
ſhew themſelves joyful before the Lord f vg 
their Ring. The infirmitics of our || « 
nature, and the weakneſſes of fleth 
and 
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and bloud are much relicvcd by Mu- 
ſick. Weread of a ſtrange cſtect that 
Muſick had upon Sau/, 1 Sam. 16, 14. 
* Saul had forſaken God, and now God's 
Spirit forſakes him, and an evil ſpirit 
from the Lord troubled him, and it 
came to paſs,when the evil ſpirit from God 
was upon Saul, that David took a Harp 
and played with his hand, ſo Saul was 
| refreſhed, and well, and the evil ſpirit 
| departed from him. It it had 4588 
the Spirit of God chat had been ex. 
pell'd by Muſick, no queſtion bur this 
| place would have been brought by 
| fome againſt us: Bur ſeeing it was 
| the evil ſpirit, that was conſtantly 
| chaſed away by it, why ſhould it 
not make for us 2 For whether it were 
a deep melancholy only, or a Devil 
polleſling him, and ſtirring and carry- 
ing that melancholy paſſion further 
than naturally it would have gone; 
Expoſitors do doubt. But be it which 
It will, you ſee Sau! was miſerably 
out of tune with it, till Davids Harp 
compoſed his affeCtions, and made 


lim ſedate, and quiet, and fir for the 
F 2 Socie- 
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Society of men again. It Muſick be 
' knownto heighten our joy at a feaſt ; 
Why may it nor heighren our joy in 
the Lord, whilſt we make a cheartu] 
noiſe unto the God of Facob > If we 
are commanded, when merry to fing 
Pſalms : Surely, ro make the rune 
more melodious with Harp or Or. 
gan can be no offence, If to hear a 
Pſalm ſung out of tune hinders our 
devotion, and 1s apt to move ſcorn 
and laughter, then by the rule of 
contraries, to be brought to good time 
and rune by an Organ, muſt needs 
make the Service of God more fſo- 
lemn, more devour, and more ac- 
ceptable both to God and man. 
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CONCERNING © 
The W IL E 
Removed. 


J Lthough Faith and Hope be 
Gods gifts, and called 
Gods Armour, yct we 
TW) mult put this Armour on. 

We muſt coopcrate with the grace of 
| God, or elſe his grace will be offered 
us in,vain. The Greek Proverb ſays, 
A man muſt defend his Weapons, if he 
would have his Weapons defend him. 
And St. Auguſtine lays truly, He that 
made thee without thee will not ſave 
thee without thee. But how far, and 


after what manner the Will of man 
F 4 CONcurs 
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co.curs with the grace of God in things 
Pertaining to” Salvation, is much con- 


troverted by the Learned ; which that | 
you may the better dnderftand I ſhall Þ 


m_ explain the terms unto pow) 
. Telling you what the Will 1 
What the prace of "God is, and _ 

ail conſiderof their manner of con. 

Ccurrcnce in all gracious acts. 8. The 

Will is the rational appetite, or a free 

power ot , chooſins or rcluſing of a 

thing, or of prefcrring one thing be- 

fore another, when divers things con: 
duce to the ſame enl. 2. Grace is 

{trcvgth and afliſlance trom God, to 


dofomcthing aboye nature. Ir hout 


me, lays Chriſt, Je can do nothing ; 
we arenot able of our ſclves ſo much 
as to think a good thought. 'Tis 
{aid Pelag: 'Us taught, that the Will of 
man needed nothing of grace, but 
only to be enlightened by the Word 
of God ro know his Will, and the 
danger of notdoing it, and the reward 
Of pcriorming it, "and then it was 
able by its own natural powers to per- 
torm ic.; grounding hjs opinion on 
\uch 


the Will. 
{uch Texts as theſe, If I had not come 
and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
/in : but now they have nocloak for their 
(iv. Now ye ſay we ſee, therefore your 
{im remaineth. Some on the other 
| fide, think the Will is ſubject to the 
ſpecial motion of God in the att of 
| Converſion, or any other gracious act, 
ſo that rhe grace of God 1s irreſiſtably 
| poweriul, and what mixture men 
bring trom the vertue of the Will to 
gracc is only the corruption of it ; they 
ground their opinion on ſuch Texts as 
theſe; Tou hath he quickned* who were 
deadin treſpaſſes and ſius. And again, 
We are created in Chriſt Teſus unto 
good works ; from whence they infer, 
That as a dead man doth nothing to 
the raiſing of himſclf, no more do we 
that are ſpiritually dead, As God 
put forth an Almighty power at the 
Creation of the world, fo an irreſiſta- 
ble power at our Converſion, which 
is called the new Creation. Now 
the truth is in the middle, we need 
Gods prace as well ro aſſift the Will 
in goodneſs, as at firſt to excite to 
good- 
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2oodnels, and itis very rcafonable to 


think, that as the Devil 1s dayly and- 


hourly ſuggeſting evil motions to us, 


my 


to God or his g Food Angel 1s dayly and 


hourly infpiring and "afiſting us to. 


whar 15 good; accoruing to "ths it of 
the A pollle, Phil. 1.6. Being confident 


of Nis very thing, that he which bath - 


/ e991 a a good work in you, will perform 
77 ; that 1s, will aſſiſt you to pertorm 
it, «i701 the day of Jeſus Chriſt. So 
that it is plain againſt Pelagius, thar 
Goa doth not only aſſiſt ro will, but 
alto to do, w hat 15 good of his good 
pleature. Neither is it lels plain 
againtl the other, that grace is not ſo 
efficaciouſly nſpired into the Soul, 
that 1s not in the power of the Will 
to retule it: for this would quite de- 
ſtroy the nature of the Will; tor as 
he ſaid well, He that cannot chuſe 
but chuſc, doth chuſe becauſe he can- 
not chule, which is a palpable and 
thick contradiction. ' Secondly, it 
appears trom our Saviours words, Flow 
oft would 7 & and ye would not, that 


orac® 15 not fo icccſiſtibly pur ro the 
Will, 
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Will, that itis not in the power of the 
Will to refuſe it, ſecing he blames 
them for ſo often forſaking their own 
mercy. So that they not only had 
a power toreſiſt his grace, but brought 
that power into aCt in judging them- 
ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life. 
The truth1rtold you was in the! 
| middle way, and it hath been the an- 
tient opinion of the Church of God 
for above a thonſand years ago, that 
| the Will is not deſtroyed by grace, 
but only repaired. A diſlocated joynt 
when it is well ſet again, doth nor loſe 
the nature of a joynt, but rather is 
reſtored to its former uſe and comli- 
neſs; ſo the grace of God healing the 
Will, doth not take away the nature 
of the Will, bur only makes it able 
to. obey Gods Will. So that when 
Grace cooperates with the Will, man 
is left in the hand of his own Coun- 
ſel to turn, or not to turn to the 
Lord ; God ſets life and death before 
him, and bids him reach our his hand 
to whether he will. This 1s appa- 
rent from Ta. 5.4. What could _ 
een 
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been done more to my Vineyard that } 
harve not done in it 2 wherefore when Il 
looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 0 
brought it forth wild Grapes 2 under 29 
the Parable of a Vincyard the whole 74! 
Houle of 1ſrae{ is thadowed out: 
unto whom God was not wanting in || V* 
the caſt mcaſurc of gracious diffen ſai 
ſarions to make them good, yet they | //7 
remained unretormed, and were wan- Þþ £* 
ting to themſelves. I ſhall briefly | 


ſhew you the meaning of thoſe Scri- wi 
prurcs which theſe ren miſtaking, the ns 
0 


one attributes too much, the other 
too little to the Will in Converſion, | 
and fo procced, Where it is ſaid, || 
Now they have no cloak for their fin; | *> 
becauſe Chriſt came, and ſpake to | + 
_ them; by coming and ſpeaking is 
»not only mcant, barely enlightning 
them, but, asappears by the Context, by 
he by Miracles ſo convinced them, | 'Y 
that reſiſting thoſe Convictions, our | 3 
Saviour ſays, 7 hey hated both him and 
his Father, Joh. 15. 24. And as for | 
the other Text urged by Pelagius, If | >* 
Je were tlind, &c. it doth not from 
thence 
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thence follow, that the Will enlight- 
ned needs no other aſliſtance, bur 
| only thus, ſins againſt knowledge are 
| not ſo caſily forgiven as ſins of igno- 
 rance, but deſerve more ſtripes. And 
as for thole Texts, which are 
urged on the other hand: where it js 
ſaid, We are dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins, and Created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works, &c. Thele fpecches arc 
mecrly Metaphorical, and figurative, 
which they ſo ſqueeze till they bring 
| bloud and not milk ourof the breaſts 
of the Scripture. They are Simili- 
| tudes only, and they would havethem 
run on four feet, as if all rhings thar 
agree to a dead man, did apree to a 
man in the ſtare of nature : whercas 
the one is capable of preventing grace, 
the other is not ; the one may beraiſed 
by means, ,the other can be raiſed on- 
ly by miracles. Neither ſin, nor 
erace take away the natural powerof 
the Will; burtonly thus it is : Sin hurts 
and weakens it, eſpecially ill habits, 
grace heals and firengrhens ir, and 
brings it near to 1ts primittye o_ 
nels, 
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neſs. -- An old heart, and a new heart 
differ only as an Inſtrument in tune, 


and the ſame Inſtrument out of tune;| 
there are the ſame ſtrings ſtill, but noth 
the ſame ordering of them. So the} 
{amc Underſtanding, :Will, and Aﬀe- | 


\&tions a man had before only now 


placed on God, and Ong n| 


goodneſs, which before delighted in 
{in ; which they not minding, make: 
man meerly as a Tool in the haud of 
a Workman, or a Pen in the hand &f 
a Writer, mecerly paſſive to any good 
action. A man before any Grace be 


oftered, hath a Free Will ro naturalf 


acts, and a remote -one to ſuperna- 
tural; that is, a power to cmbrace 
Grace, and work in the ſtrength of 
it, in caſe it be offered. The man 
which lay at the Pool of Betheſda had 
nor loſt his Limbs, only the uſe of 
them,» When Chriſt ſtrengthened rhoſe 
palſie members, he aroſe, took up 
his Bed, and went unto his houſe 
Thus the weak Will is ſtrengthened 
by the grace of Chriſt, but being 
ſtrengthened is able tro do what is 

good. 


ood. God doth perſuade the Will, 
by extrinſical helps as well as 
| 1ntrinſical inſpirations. Thoſc pro- 
{ vidential a&ts of Abigail meeting 
| David, or of Sauls ſIceping in the 
Trench, when David took away his 
| Spcar from his Bolſler, were of grace 
| not only to, Pavzd, but alſo to Sau/, 
| and turned his heart from purſuing 
David, Eiſhcacious Grace to uſe their 
own term, is nothing bur perlwaſion, 
which doth not determine the Will, 
but only is ſo congruouſly and 1ca- 
ſonably pur, that it is not rqected of 
| the Will. Extraordinary gifts are 
wrought immcdiately by Gods holy 
Spirit without mans cooperation,Sar/s 
Propheſying was without his aſſent to 
It; if cycry act of grace were thus 
given, what difference would there be 
between his manner of giving ordi- 
nary and extraordinary gifts ? The 
Spirit of God is ſaid to help our infir. 
mitics in our Prayers in ſtirring up 
ardency of deyotion in us; the ori- 
ginal word for Help is a double com- 


pound, and is Mctaphorically ay 
OF 


y 
*% 
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for it hath relation to one that helps 
. to bear part of anothers burthen for 
him, taking ir off in part from hrs 


ſhoulders, and purring it on hisown; | 
orclſe helping him to lift it up. Now 


he that is holpen in bearing or lifting 
a burthen, doth ſomething ſure him- 
ſelf rowards the bearing or lifting of 
ie; And fo did St. Par/ cooperate 
with the grace of God, tor he ſaith, 
T laboured more than they all, yet not I, 
but the grace of God with me. The 
Scripture calls us, Workers in Gods 
Vineyard, not Tools and Inſtruments. 
Call the Labourers, and give them thei 
hire. And again, We ſhall all receive 
a reward according to our works, Mark 
16. 20.i 7. hey went forth and preached 
every where, the Lord working with 
them, 2 Cor. 6. 1. We then as workers 
together with him beſeech you that ye 
receive wot the grace of God in vain; 
Bur in vain they would receive it, it 
they would not cooperate with it. [! 
St. Paul, whom St. Chryſoſtome calls 
the beſt child of grace, thought it no 


diſparagement to the grace of God, 
t0 
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bo ſay he was a worker together with 
God towards their Convcrſion : how 
can it be a diſparagement to the prace 
of God to ſay, we together with Go 
work out our own Salvation. Ir were 
m vain to perſuade us to do; what God 
alone folcly and whiolly doth in us. 
Now how many perſuaſions in Scri- 
prure do we meet withal,7o make you a 
new heart, to put off the old man, and 
t0- put on the new. Theſe plainly 
prove a liberty of Will ; and that we 
muſt work out our own Salyation, or 
clſe ſafety it ſelf will not ſave us. 
How pathetically doth God wiſh the 
Converſion of ſinners, Fer. 13.27. O 
Feruſalem, wilt thou not be made clean ! 
when ſhall it once be > Oh that my people 
would have hearkned unto me, for if 
Iſrael had walked in my ways, &c. Who 
rcading ſuch Texts can imagine, that 
God did not expe&t mens co-opera- 
tion ? or that the cauſe of their ruine 
wasonly becauſe Grace was fo ſlender- 
ly offered by God, that it proved in- 
effetual unto them, when God ſays, 
Jet. 53. 9, We would have healed 
C3 Baby- 
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Babylon,but ſhe is not healed forſake her, 
| The fudgment inflicted plainly ſhews, 
God was not wanting to her, but the 
| was wanting toher felt, All Commi. 


nations and threatnuwgs were in vain, | 


if the Will did not, or could not co- 
operate with the grace of God : How 
could men fall trom grace it God 
kayc us gor'to the mutability of the 
Will- Ic woul. be in vain to exhort 
fuch ro do thcir firſt works, and threa- 
ren them it they did not, it they 
were meerly paiſlive, in every act of 
ſaving grace; may, certainly if God 
withdraw his grace, it is meerly be- 
cauſe we walk unworthy of it, for 
to him that hath ſhall be given, and he 
ſhall haze more abundance, but from 
him that hath not, that 1s, hath not 
well improve it, /hall be taken away, 
even that which he hath. Some men 
think they can never exalt the grace 
ot God enough, ynlels they debale the 
powers and light oi Nature far more 
than Adam debated them by his Fall. 
But the Law of Nature written in the 
heart 15 no leſs the Law of God, than 

| thoſe 
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thoſe Laws of God, which are written 
in the Scripture, elſe Murcher and 
Adultery in the Heathen ſhould nor 
be ſins, for where there 1s no Law, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion, Row. 2. 14. 
The Gentiles which have not the Law, 
and do by nature the things contained 
in the Law, ſhall judge the Circumciſed 
which tranſgreſs the Law ; which place 
doth plainly ſthew unto us, that the 
light of Nature is good, as being the 
Candle of the Lord, and that it 1s not 
wholly extinguiſhed in us, but only 
darkened by Adams Tranſpreſſion. 
I come now to anſwer thoſe Argu- 
ments \phich are brought againſt this 
truth. And firſt, it is obictted, that 
Chriſt is faid zo fill all in all, Ephel. 
I. «/t, My anſwer is, Theſe words 
are not to be fo taken, as if we were 
todo nothing at all rowards ourown 
Salvation : jo they are ſpoken figu- 
ratively, where by a Synecdoche, the 
chief part is put for the whole. As 
ſuppoſe a man ſhould ſay, Towards a 
mans maintenance Money is all in all ; 
not but that Food and Rayment do 
Q& 3 main- 
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maintain him morc imimcdiately, but 
becauſe theſe cannot uſually be procu- 
red withour Money, that anſwering 
all rhinos, the' ſaying is uſual, and 
none cxcept again{t ir. Their ſecond 
Argument 18 taken from wer/e 19.-of 
roat Chapter, where the Apoltlei lays, 
[Ve Letieve according to the working of 
his mighty power, which he wronght in 

Chriſt when he raiſed him from the 
dead. Whence they inter, the grace 
of Faith 1s wrought by an 1afinitc 
Power in the hourt : bur we can con- 
tribute nothing to an infinite power, 
therefore, nothing towards our own 
Faith. -* My anſwer 1s, St. Pauls Faith, 
and fo of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
was not wrought only by means, as 
ours now adays is, but alto by Mira- 
cles; The Apeſtles preached, and the 
Lord confirmed the Word with ft ALD 
following. Mark 16.20. which ſions 
and wonders when the pcople ſaw, 
they believed ; according to the work- 


Faich now 1s not ſo wrought; but 


o:1ly by hearing, without ſeen 8g ſuch 
TE alt 


1g of this mighty power. But our 
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an Almighty power to confirm the 
Doctrine : yct arc we never the lels 
bleſſed, but rather rhe morc, 7 hom.is 
becauſe "cheg hajt ſeen thou haſt believed, 
[lefſed are they which have not ſeen, 
and yet have believed. Thirdly, 1t 15 
objected, If the Will of man haye 
power to atlent, or nat atlent to grace 
oftered, man ſhall. do more cowards 
Iisown Converſion tan God, fur the 
act is more pcricct than a mecr power 
to act. 1 anlwer, althouoh mia Mec- 
taphy ical ſenſe, the act 15 more per 
fett than a meer power to act, as the 
cnd of a thing 1s pretcrrcu bciore ti 
means tending tO It, yer 1n a Moral 
ſenſe it 15 not always 0: ncither dot31 
man by acceptinz co more. than 


God by oftering his orace. God gives 
us power to gQlt Wea! Un; ol we gct 


it, arc We more beholden nNoW to vur 
elves theretore than to God for our 
riches? I trow not. "The caſe is the 
ſame in tac point ot prace, When we 
have accepted of his goodneſs, we 
ought 'to lay, Not wnto us Lord, not 
HNIO Us, but to thy maine give the 

G 3 praije, 
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praiſe. It a BencfaCtor give an indi- 
nent perſon a conſiderable fum of 
money, and he accept it, is he more 
beholden to himſeli for his acccp- 
tance, than to the Donor tor his kind- 
neſs 2 It ſo: then their Argument is 
of force, but not clſc. Fourthly, it 
is objected, If the Will of man hath 
Dower to allent to grace offered, and 
# do ailent; another hath the ſame 
orace offered, and he dorh notaſlent, 
all the difference muſt needs come 
trom mans Will; and fo he thar be. 
eyes and aſflents makes himſelf to dif- 
ter from him thart aſſents nor, contrary 
tothar of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4.7. I 
confels' this Argument hath ſtumbled 
many learned men; as it the Apoſtle 
had ſpoken theſe words, concerning 
the actof Converſion, or of receiving 
ſunCtifying grace: but it is ſpoken 
only concerning receiving Miniſterial 
Offices in the Church. See the firſt 
verſeclſe, Let a man ſo account of us, 
as of the Niriſters of Chriſt, and 


ras of the Myiteries of God. 
Ne tax3s. 35 St, Ambroſe well 


— 


obſerves, 
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obſerves, the pnide and arrogancy of 
ſome Teachers, who did in{tnuate in- 
to the people that Baptiſm trom their 
hands was morc cticctual, or any 
other Qrdinance trom their hands was 
| berter than from the hands of another 

.Miniſter ; and fo the People thought 
|. more highly of one than ot another, 
| and were puticd up for cne Miniſter 
againſt another, as appcars at verſe 6. 
whereupon at verſe 7.) he ſubzoyns, 
Who maketh thee to differ 2 At worſe d. 
he taxcs them for boaſting, cvca over 
himſelf, Te have reigned as Kings with- 
out us, tc. to whom he thus ſpeaks, 
You, O boaſting Tcachcrs, that do 
ſo magnifie your ſeives above me, or 
ſufter rhe people to do fo, what have 
you ye have not received by my Mi- 
niſtry ? For I was your firil ſpiritual 
Father, and it you did reccrve it, why 
do ye 1o boaſt over me, as it ye had 
not received it from me + Who ſccs not 
that the Context ſtands wholly affc- 
ted to this Interpretation 2 To tax 
the pride of the ſeduced Party both 


aſtors and People amonglt them 2 
G 4 Ard 


th, 
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And therefore to urge theſe words, 
Who made thee to differ ? as it the Apo. | 
file mcant them concerning the aCt off 
Converſion is to wreſt the Scripture 
ro 2 ſenſe, which will nothing compor | 
with the matter in hand, nor fall in 
with the ſubject of rhat Chapter, [ 
a Prifoncr at the Bar ſhould find tault 
with the Judge on the Bench, as att 
1g contrary tO Gods Word, becaukc 
it 18 Written, Judge not, tat ye be not 
judged; and again, Why doſt thou 
1udge thy brother 2 Ought notthe Con- 
text to clcar the ſcruple: Yes lurcly. 
_ Even fo it ought in this point ; for he 

that will nor mind what goes before | 
and what follows atter a ſaying in 
Scripture, may cafſily pervert the Zak 
ot the Holy Ghoſt. From what hath 
been ſaid I hope it is apparent, that 
the Apoſtle doth nor tax any man of 
pride, in this place, that fhall accept 
of Gods grace, and ſay he made him- 
ſelf ro differ from him that refuſeth 
the like grace 1n all reſpects; as 1s con- 
rended tor. If when Fve was fallen 


Adam had ſtood in innocency, who 
had 
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had made the difterence between 
their two eſtates? Had not Adams 
Will?.You will ſay he might have 
boaſted then ; I anſwer nay ; for he 
had but done what was his duty to 
do, for to this end God gave him a 
righreous Will to fland. If ſaid, God 
is not bound to give us ſuch a Will 
ſince the Fall. I grant he is bound to 
nothing but what his good pleaſure 
' binds him to; but St. Peter doth 
aſſure us he hath given us all things 
which appertain to life and godlineſs, 
z Pet.1.3. and therctore ml needs 
give us the principal thing, without 
which no man is godly, namely Grace 
ſufficient ro heal the Will. God 
makes the Sun to ſhine, and the rain 
to fall on the field of the ſlothful man, 
which is overgrown with bryars and 
thorns, as well as on the diligent, 
which ſtands fo thick with corn, thar 
Ta ___ and ſings: Is it any boaſting 
againſt God for the good husband to 
ſay, my induſtry was the cauſe why 
God bleſſed me more than the flug- 
car:  rrow not. No more is 1t 
arroganec 


0. 
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arrogance to fay, I. have not forſaken 
my God as the wicked doth: and 
therefore he hath not forlaken me; 


for he hath revealed himlfelt atrer this | 
manncr, 1 Sam. 2.30. I ſaid indeed | 


tbat thy houſe, and the houſe of thy 
father ſhould walk before me for ever 
but now, faith the Lord, be it far from 
me, for thcm that honour me [will bo 
woxr, &c, Thus ye fcc the Lord will 
be no longer tor us than we are for 
him: and theretore David thuscau- 
rioncth his Son Se/omon, not tobcar 
himſclt high upon any privilege of 
being Abrahams Sced, or Davids Son; 
bur fays thus unto him, And rhou Solo- 
mon 1'y Son, fear thou the Lord God of 
thy Fathers, and ſerve him-with awitl- 
liig mind, if thou ſeek him he will be 
found of thee, but if thou forſake him 
he will caſt rhee off for ever, 1 Chron. 
28. 9. If thele words of David have 
any torce in them, either as an Exhor- 
ration, or Commination, it muſt nceds 
be :ranted thar he thought Solomon 
had power, cither ro cooperate with 
rhe 
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the grace of God offered, or to refuſe 
it as he pleaſed. Fitthly, it is ob- 


jected, if prace put us only in the cqui- 


poize, and man upon dclibcration 


'rurn the Scale to Virtue and not ro 


Vice, all the diflcrence between a vir- 


) | guous and vicious man ſhould come 


from Nature, and not from Gracc. 
To thar I anſwer, It Nature alone 
could turn the Scale without being 
put gold-weight by Grace, it were 
crue, but ſecing it could not raiſethe 
Scale to this equipoize without the 
aſſiſtance of Grace, it is falſe. Second- 
ly, Gods Grace did coopcrate with 
mans Will in turning the Scale, and 
had the chictcſt ſtroak init. Third- 
ly, mans nature at firſt was endowed 
with a power from God to do good, 
and if he had aone fo, inſtcad' of do- 
ing evil, it had not a whit derogated 
from the plory of God : bur it had ra- 
ther been to his praiſe, although his 
obedience had come from the ſtrengrh 
of Nature : even fo if God by adven- 
titious Grace cure the Moral imp> 
rency of Nature that it be able to 
refuſe 
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rctule the evil and chule the good, 
the praiſc of that obedience is chicfly 
duc to that auxiliary grace, without 
which it could have done bur little 
good, but bcing thus relieved, al. 
though this nceiv Nature put torth the 
act of obcdicnce, tor Nature is not 
defliroyed by Grace, yet it nothin? 
_ derogs; ites from the Grace of God, but 
rather {hews forth Gods olory in the 
curc of ſuch a corrupted nature. But 
it ut be jaid, fecing God 18 24 moſt mer- 
citul Crcator, had it not been a more 
mercijul act ro have created man de- 
ecrmincd to happinets, trom which he 
could not have tallen, rather than to 
kavc him thus in the equiporze ro the 
mutabiliry, or determination oft his 
own Will 2 My antwer 1s, This had 
been tohaye unmann'd him; to have 
brought him down to the level of infe- 
riour Creatures which cannot alter, 
or ſuſpend their actions; but are by 
Naturz determined to one conſtant 
courſe. Now God hath ſet us a ſphere 
above them, in giving us reaſon for 
a Modcratrix, without which no ques 
cout 
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could be virtuous, and conſequently 
not capable of that reward which he 


hath laid up in heaven for us. The 
nobleſt way of being happy 1s to have 
t forvtbeing! haly. As God is nor 
mocked, fo neither is he a mockcr of 
men, which their opinion under de- 


 bate would make him; tooffter a blind 


man Money on condition he will look 
on it, and tell you whaſe Image and 
Superſcription it bears, is certainly to 
mock him : but if a man ſhould pro- 
cceed fo far as to rail upon him for re- 


tuſing an Alms upon fuch' eafte terms, 


inſtead of , rclieving his miſery he 
might juſtly be thought co intend only 


tw add to his affliction. So if God 


offer Grace to thoſe whoſe Wills can 
concur to the reception of is only 
ſubjectively, bur nothing cauſally, and 
then not only chide them for retuſing 
it, bur alſo lay it to their charge thar 
It was not efficacious as it might have 
been, if they had actively concurred 
and cooperated with it, he ſhould nor 
only be a mocker of men, bur alfo 
under colour of kmdneſs, make a 


way 
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which is far from the candor and na- 
ture of God, who is always merciful 


Tf it be ſaid he doth not mock us; 
\ bur juſtly challenge from us thar loſt 
power which he once pave us, as a 
Creditor may juſtly challenge from a 
Prodigal that money he hath ſpent, 
and hath not now to pay. Some are 
of opinion, that it is not the Prodigals 
fault now, that he doth not pay, if 
he be willing to pay, and hath it not; 
but his faulc 'was only this; that he 
brought himſclt into that condition, 
And to it is nor a fault, thac he which 
- cannot receive grace doth not receive 
it, but a ſad conſequence only of his 
tormer {in which broughc this impo- 
-rtency upon him; for which he ought 
ro be pitied, not upbraided, if he de- 
fire to receive it. Others anſwer, it 
befits the goodneſs of God in the New 
Covenant of Grace made with man- 
kind to allow ſufficient ſtrength of 
grace to perform the conditions of 
that Covenant 1in-ſuch a meaſure as he 
for 


way to his wrath and indignation, | 


and ſcrious in his offers of Grace, | 
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elſe 1. The Covenant of Works would 
be mare gracious than the Covenant 


| of Grace; for under that, mankiad 


had ſtrength allowed hun. Adam did 
nor fall for want of pawer to ſtand. 
Orelſe z. The New Corcans ſhould 
leave a man in a worſe condition than. 
it found. him, for the abounding of 
grace would make his fin abound, 
being ſure to be always refuſed : But 
Chriſt is the Mediator of a better Co- 
venant, every way conſidered a more 
gracious than that of Works, and Gods 
Pamagy intent in giving 1t Was, not to 
make fin, but to make grace abound. 
I only ask a queſtion, it Zeleucus put 
out both the cyes of an Adultcrer tor 
Adultery, and then offer him his 
Book to read, and hang hw becauſe 
he cannot read ; was the ofter of the 
Plalm of mercy a mercy to him, or a 
mockery ? So it God firſt juſtly bliad 
our underſtanding, and harden our 
kearts as 2 puniſhment of our ſin in 
Adam, and then make us a tender of 
grace m Chriſt, but never open our 
_under- 


| for Chriſts ſake would accept, Qr 


' 196 PVulgar Errors toncerning 


underſtandings to fee it, dor ſoften 
our hearts ſo tar, that if we-will we 
may embrace ir, bur all his: offers are 
upon impoſiible terms to be accepted, 
whether tlic caſe be not alike and Pa. 
rallel > 6. Lailly, it is objected, that 
it & God that workerh in us both to will, 
and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil.2.13, 
Where you lec, ſay they, St.Paul at: 
tributes borh the will and the deed to 
the grace of God. I an{wer, the mean- 
ing of the Apoſtle is, that God 
gives us a power to will, and till 
aſſiſts us with his grace till we bring 
that power ito Act, and fo a man 
works out his own Salvation, and he 
oughtto doit with fear and trembling, 
that is, he ought with revercnce and 
godly fear ftand in aw : Icft when God 
inables him to work, he be wanting 
to himſelf, and to the grace of God ; 
leſt he grieve and quench the Spirit, 
and cauſe him to depart. Burt if a 
man concur only ſubjectively and 
paſſively to pious works, as the 
would have it, then it muſt be cid, 
or may truly be ſaid at leaſt, that God 
TI, 
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in us bclieves, repents of fin, and 
doth all other gracious Acts, which 
how ablurd and blaſphumous it would 
be, I leave the world to judge. It is 
ſaid, our Saviour m1: arvelled at their 
unbelief; but it it be as they fay, 
| marvel why he ſhould marvel; for 
he knew betore-hand they could do 
nothing; and he was refolved, not 
to do all things alone, to bring 
them to the: Faith, Burt certainly, 
he had good caulc to maryel ; that 
when he afforded them ſuch a mea- 


lgrc of Grace as would have con- 


verted 7yre and S:4ow, and would 
have made Ninweh repent. in Sack- 
cloath and aſhes, thuy thould be 1o 
wiltul and obdurate that ic made 
no kindly impreſſion upon them. 
It any things kad been wanting on 
his part, to have brought them ro 
the Faith, he would not have: up- 
braided them with their unbelict ; 
or have ſhamed them by the very 
Heathen; nor have denounced a 
more intolerable mcaſure of pts 
nation againſt rhem. it there had 
: H not 
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n0t been offercd . them ſuperahun- 
dant advantages of Grace. I con. 
clude theretore with the Father, 
Sola wvoluntas ardet 1n gehenna, Which | 
I will Engliſh thus: Wafu? men will | 
Way! KO Woe, | 
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Sg] Aint Paul, comparing the 
W Firſt and Second Adam 


| 1 
/, 
} ſ 
. ll 


/ 
Iv =] together, ſhews us the 
E= E429 hurt we reccived by the 


diſobedience of the Firſt, and the be- 
nefits we reccive by the obedience of 
the Second. For Adam and Chriſt 
are to be conſidered as two roots, as 
we proceed from the one, we are of 
the wild Olive; but as we are en- 
eraffed intothe other, we contrary to 
our natures partake of the good Olive. 
Now look what loſs Mankind did 

H 2 feceive 
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receive by the one, it was the good 
pleaſure of onr rood God, that the 
lame benefic Mankind thould recover 
gi the other. © When the Apoſtle 
«lays many dcad by 44am, he ſays 
* many made alive by Chritt, When 
« men condemned by .4dam, he ſays 
«all juſtified by Chriſt ; now what 
* he thus makes equal, tor men to dif. 
"- equalize to ſucha degree, as not one 
* ot many to be redcemcd, though al] 
« 1n 1/1: were loſt, is not to make a 
* much morc on Chriſts ſide, bur a 
* much lets. Contrary to the Apo- 
*« ftle, who all along puts the redun- 
« dancy on Chriſts part, that where 
* fit aboundcd grace ſupcrabounded, 
« thar as fin reigned unto 'death, fo 
* orace did reion unto ctcrnal life, 
F throuoh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Now 
« ſin did reign over all men without 
* exception unto ccath, rhcreforc 
© orace muſt have a proportionable 
* reien unto life. Chriit mutt tulfil 
01 his part, what appertained tothe 
procuring the Salvation of all; or clſe 
the Salve 1s not lo broad avthe Sore ; 
which 


which yet the Apoſtle hath been 
proving at large in the fifth Chaprer 
co the Romans. Our Church, rightly 
grounding her Faith upon the Scri- 
ptures, tcachcs molt truly that Chriſt 
died for all men; in her Catechiſm ſhe 
ccaches the Child ro anſwer, 7 believe 
in God the Son, who redeemed me, and 
all mankind; and 11 her Colle& for 
Good Friday, prays for all | Jews, 
Turks, and Infidels, that God would 
bring them home to his Flock, thar 
there may be one Fold unyer one 
Shepherd. Suppoſe God to hear the 
Prayers of his Church, and ro brin 

' thele ro the knowledge of Chriſt ; 
I demand, Hath Chriſt any ſalvation 
in him forthcſe men or ne 2 If hc hath, 
ſure. I am' hc - purchaſed 'it with his 
bloud, and ſodied for them. If not : 
our Church-is miſtaken in_ praying 
ſuch may be brought co Chriſt for 
ſalvation who hath no ſalvatjon inhim 
for ſuch, or ever laid down his life 
a ranſom for them, , But certaigly, he 
iS able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come to God by him, For as by the 
H 2 offence 
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offence of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation: So by the righ. 
teouſneſs of one the free gift came wpou 
all men to juſtification of life, * If 
& Chriſt did not redeem all, it was, 
« either becauſe he was not abke, or 
« becauſe he was not willing to do it : 
« If you ſay he was not able, you 
« blaſpheme the power and vertue of 
*« his death, for St. Fohn tells us, f 
* any man fin we have an Advocate with 
« the Father, Jeſus Chrift the righteous, 
*« and he is the Propitiation not only for 
* ours, But for the fins of the whole 
«orld. If you ſay, not willing, you 
« blaſpheme his goodneſs, who would 
* have all men fav'd, and is vor willing 
** that any ſhould periſh, 2 Pet. 3.9. || « 
If any part of Mankind left 'unre- | 
deemed, Chriſt muſt necds be willing | ' 
chat part of mankind ſhould periſh, | 

| elſe he would have redeemed them; | 
without which he ſaw they muſt po 

is 
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rſh. Nothing could' hinder but 
Will, for he mighr have redeemed all | 
at the ſame rate, but he was not wil- 
ling any ſhould periſh, therefore it | 
T3). roundly | 
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roundly ' follows he left none unre- 
deemed. When we urge thoſe Scri- 
ptures which aſlert univerſal Redem- 
prion ; their anſwers are ſo weak, that 
it would make a man pity the ftrenoth 
of a wrong byaſſed education that 
will not let them ſee that their an- 
{wers are mere frivolous cvaſions. 
When we urge that of the Apoſlle, 
2 Pet.2.n. Some deny the Lord that 
bought them ; they anſwer, he bought 
them for Slaves, and not for Children. 
Now I would fain know what flivith 
work Chriſt hath to do for his rc 
deemed ones, whoſe ſervice is perfect 
freedom> When we urge that place, 
Heb. 2.9. That by the grace of God 
Chriſt ſhould taſte death for every man. 
They anſwer, /'oluntate ſigni, non be- 
neplacitt, that is, he fignifies ſo, but he 
means not ſo. Tf he means not ſo when 
he ſays ſo, how ſhall we then Know 
at any time by his words what he 
means? When we urge, God ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son into the woo; that whoſoever be. 
lieves in him might not periſh, They 


H 4 anſwer, 
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anſwer, by the world is meaut only 
the Elect choſen out of the worl(, 
That by the world in Scripture is 
often meant that Party of men in the 
world which is contrary to the Saints, 
many places may be brought, as the 
whole world ſtands in wickedncſs ; theſe 


are not of the world, even as 1 am noi 


_ of the world, &c. but that in this place 


God ſo loved the world, by the world 
ſhould be mcant only the Elect |] 
have not taith cnough to believe, and 
I am ſhil to ſeek for that place of 
Scripture, where the Holy Ghoſt by 
the world meancth only the Ele, 
na word, what Scriptures ſocvcr we 
bring ro prove that Chriſt paid a 
price for all mankind , they reply to 


' us, that Chriſt paid a price for all 


ſufficiently, but not intentionally. 
Now I appcal to the univerſal rcafon 
of all Mankind, whether if 7i#w 
and Sempronius be in ſlavery, he that 
paid nothing tor 7zzus can be ſaid to 
pay for him what was ſufficient to 
bring him our of Captivity, becauſe 
he paid morc tor Sempronius Re 
than 
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than would have bought it; and 
which Sum, if he had deſigncd it fo, 
might have redeemed 777us allo? 
Thar ſuch weak anſwers as they bring 
ſhould ſarisfic any rational men, muſt 
be imputed mcerly to the {trength of 
prejudice, and prepollctiion. /f Chri/f 
died for all, fays St, Paul, then were 
ail dead, 2 Cor. 5.1.4. By all, lay they, 
were mcanc only all the Elect : Then, 
ſay I, by vertue of the Antitheſis, 
only the Elect were dead ; but in Adam 
Elec&t and Reprobate are alike dead ; 
theretore the Apoſtles meaning cannot 
be, that Chriſt died only tor thc Elect, 
for all were dead, both Elctt and 
Non-ele&t, and he dicd for all thar 
were dcad. Chriſt in no wiſe took 
upon him the nature of Angels, but 
the Seed of Abraham; to ſhew that 
he came not toredeem the loſt Angels, 
but Mankind that was loſt. Now if 
any of Mankind were lctt out of this 
Redemption, Chriſt ſhould render 
their Salvation no more than the 
Salvation of thc Devil and his An- 
| gels: bur he doth not leave the moſt 

. ot 
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of men in as hopcleſs and helpleſs a 
condition as he left the Devil and his 
| Angels, whoſe nature he never took 
upon him. Ir ſhall nevey be laid to 
the charge of a wicked Angel thathe 
did not believe 1n Chriſt, bur ir ſhall 
be laid to the charge of.a wicked man 
that he did not believe in Chriſt; 
which plainly ſhews he did more to 
redeem a wicked man than a wicked 
Angel. Ir ſhould nor be a fin in a 
wicked man to refuſe Chriſt as his Sa- 
viour: if he be not his Saviour utt- 
leſs he thought him ſo ro be, and yet 
refiſed him; but it muſt nereſſarily 
bealways a fin to refuſe Chriſt ; whe- 
ther a wicked refuſer of him think 
him a Saviour or no; becauſe in deed 
and truth hc is' the Redeemer of all 
mankind. Ze came to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt, but all mankind 
was loſt, therefore he came to ſeek 
and to fave all Mankind, Mar. 16. 15. 
Chriſt bids his Diſciples preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature; that is, of- 
fer life and ſalvation to all: in caſe 
Chriſt ſhould offer ir to all when he 
hath 
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hath purchaſed it but for a few, there 
would be matter of diſparagement in 
it. For what makes us deſpiſe Moun- 
rebanks (as one ſays well) bur thar 
they promiſe more than they are 
able to perform. Therefore ſeeing he 
bids us preach the Goſpel to every 


Creature, the glad ridings of the Go- 


ſpel belongs to cvery Creature ; and 
we arc to cxhort every man to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and promiſe him life 
and ſalvation if he | which thin 

we could not truly. do, if he Raid 
down his life bur for a few, and paid 
no ranſom for the moſt of mankind. 
This Doctrine of our Church, that 
Chriſt redeemed all mankind, hath no 
malignant influence in ir at all ; which 
makes me admire why men are fo 
bitter againſt it. If it were not true, 
yet methinks even for humanity ſake 
we ſhould wiſh it were true; and nor 
to be ſo narrow hearted as rodefire 
falvation only for our ſelves. - That 
muſt needs be the belt good which is 
moſt diffuſive, and wherein moſt may 
partake. If Moſes was ſo affeCtionare 
as ro 
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to the Souls of a provoking people ag 
to pray after this manner tor them, 
O Lord forgive their ſin, and if not 
blot me out of the book which thou haſt 
writien; as 3f his own happinch 
could not pleaſe him, unleſs it might 
be accompanied with the happinels ot 
Ius pcoplc : how can we chule but be 
{roo with love and gratitude unto 
Go.| that he hath reconciled the worl] 
unto lumſelf ; and how chcartully 
ſhoull we publih that glad ridings, 
It St. Paul was ſo diffuſive of his 
charity as to wiſh himſelt accurſed 
irom Chriſt, on condition it might do 
is brethren good to ſalvation; why 
ihould we be tuch cnvious anchchur- 
liſh Creatures as ro ſhut up the bowels 
of Chriſt againſt the greateſt part)of 
mankind, which he was pleaſed to 
open to every man in the world that 
would receive him ? It this Doctrine 
did ſhut them out of Chriſt, or from 


being partakers of rhe benefits of his} , 


Death and Paſſion, well might their 
- zeal be kindled againſt it: bur ſeeing 
| that it debars no man from their 
| right, 
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rioht ; declares Gods abundant loye, 
(ets forth Chriſts diffuſive charity ro 
the whole race of Mankind ; whar 
juſt cauſe of ſo much hear and paſſion 
againſt it? Wherefore it any come un- 
ro you bringing this Doctrine, thar 
Chriſt died only for one of a City, or 
two of a Tribe, ( of which two he is 
always one. in his own opinion you 
may be ſure ) pity his ignorance, and 
bid him nor Go.|ſpced. Pray unto 
God to open his cyes to ſce the won- 
derful things of his Law, to take 
away the ſpirit of pride trom him, 
which makes him put himſelf amongſt 
the number of them Chriſt dicd for, 
and ſhut out his Brethren, I come 
now toanſwer thoſe Arguments which 
they bring to cſtabliſh this uncomfor- 
table' Doctrine; that Chriſt diced for 


all men, is a comtortable Doctrine to 


every man; and every man upon 
hearing and believing of it can infer, 


'then certainly he died for me, Bur if 


he died bur for a few, there is juſt 
cauſe of doubting for cvery man, 
whether he be among(t the number of 

the 
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the tew ; and unleſs God pive a parti 
cular aſſurance it cannot certainly be 


known. The Arguments which arc 
brought againſt this cruth are theſe: 
The firſt 1s taken our of John 17. 9g, 
{ pray for them, I pray not for the 


world; whence they arguethus : Thok 


thar Cliriſt would nor pray for, ſurely 
he would not die for: but he prayed 
only for the Ele&, therefore he died 
only for the Elect. I anſwer, This 
was a peculiar Prayer, which Chriſt 
made in behalf only of the Apoſtle, 
as will appeat by the Contents of the 


Chapter; read the Contents and you 


' will fee it is fo. Chriſt prayeth to 
the Father that he will glorifie him, 
that's the Contents to the ſixth verle; 
ro preſerve his Apoſtles in unity and 
truth, thar's the Contents to the twen- 
tieth verſe ; and therefore to apply it 
aSit is applicd in the yh, 04 is to 
wrelt the Scripture to a ſenſe it never 
intended. Theſe words, / pray for 
them, I pray not for the world, &tc. are 
meant only of the Diſciples; and not 
of all the Ele&, in oppoſition to the 
wicked 
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wicked of the world, as may appear 
by the Context, verſe the fixth,/ have 
manifeſted thy name unto the men which 
thou gaveſt me out of the world, ver.1z. 
7 hoſe which thou gaveſt me I have Kept, 
and none of them 1s loſt but the fonof 
perdition, It is impoſſible that the 
tormer words ſhould ſignific all the 
Elect in oppoſition to the wicked ; tor 
all rhe Ele& had not yet hcard of 
Chriſt ; or that the latter onght to be 
lotaken, ſecing he ſays one of them 
is loſt, which it is impoſſible that any of 
the Elect ſhould be. Verſe 18. As thou 
haſt ſeat me into the world, viz. to 
preach the Goſpel], ſo have 7 ſent them 

into the world; This cannot be meant 
of all the Ele&t, for are all Apoſtles 2? 

all Preachers of the Goſpel ? And Jaſt- 

pes ar the ninch verſe he prayed 

or all the Eleft of the world, in oppo- 


ſition to the wicked of the world, as 


1s conteaded for : how comes he ro 
lay at the twentieth verſe, Neither, 
pray 1 for theſe alone 2 Nay, the fol- 
lowing words ſhew apparently thac 
at the ninth ycrſe he meant the 
| Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles only; for he adds, But for 
| them alſo that ſhall believe through their 
word. A (econd Scripture 1s this, / 
| am the good ſhepherd, a good ſhepherd 
lays down his life for his ſheep. Mark, 
ſay they, he doth not fay he lays 
down Jus lite for the Goats, bur for 
the Sheep. Tanſwer, That Chriſt laid 
down his lite for the Elect this place 
doth prove indeed, bur it doth not 
»rove that he laid down his life for 
none bur the Elect; ſurely it doth, 
may lome ſay, becauſe none elſe arc 
mentioned. TI grant fone elſe men. 
ticnec| in that place, but they are in 
other places of Scripture ; bur if that 
were a good way of arguing, I will 
proye he diced for none but for the 
wicked, Rom.5.6. In due time Chriſt 
died for the ungodly. I pray whore 
ſemhle the ungodly moſt, Shcep or 
Goats ? Certainly the Goars ; why, he 
died for the ungodly, therefore for 
Goats, and not for the Sheep, ac- 
cordins ro their way of arguing. 
Thir/!y they obje&t, the Apolllc 
in 15”. 5.15. lays, The gift by grace, 


whieh 
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which is by one man, Feſtus Chriſt hath 
abounded unto many: he doth not ſay 
to all, I anſwer, © Many in that 
« place ſighifies all, as will appear by 
« the Antitheſis, or oppoſition, By rhe 
® offence of one many, he ſays, are dead, 
« many there 1s the ſame with all, for 
« it wcre abſurd to ſay; ſome as com- 
« ing out of Adams Loyns arc not 
« dead; and if it fignific all in one 
* place, it muſt do ſo-too in the other ; 
* or the Antitheſis would be defeCtive, 
* and you would ſpoil the Grammar 
* of the place: | If in any other place, 
many ſignifie not all, but part only, 
as it may where it is ſaid, My righ- 
teous ſervant ſhall juſtifie many, it is 
not becauſe he did not die for them; 
but becauſe they would not believe 
ih him; He came to his own, but his 
own received him not ; but as many as 
received him, to them he gave power to 
beconie the Sons of God. Foutrrhly, it 
is obje&ed, Chriſt fore-knew they 
would not be faved by him: now 
What wiſe man will pay a price for a 
Captive,: when he knows C—_ 
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the Captive will not accept of it,or will 


comeoyt of ſlavery ; but will be bored 


becauſe he loves his Maſtcr ? To that 
I anſwer, My thoughts are not- your 
thoughts, nor my ways your ways, faith 
the Lord. They may as well queſtion 
Gods wiſdom, why he would be ar 
ſuch pains to ſcad his Prophets of old 


_ rifing up carly and {ending them, to 


thoſe he knew before-hand would not 
hear them, Ezek. 3.4, God told Eze- 
kje] beforc-hand they would not hear, 


yet faith God, they ſhall know that a 
Prophet hath been amongſt them. 


So Gad . will one day make: the 
wicked know that he ſent his Son to 
redeem them, both from wrath, and 
their vain Converſation; and they 
Judged: themſclves unworthy of ever- 
laſting life, . Gad in his wiſdom faw it 
good to /exd light into the world, even 
ro the wicked of the world, although 
he forclaw. they 
more than light, becauſe their dbeds 
were evil. And fo have I done with 


their Arguments, grounded meerly- 
upon millakes! To conclude, By the 


Parablc 


would love darkneſs 


| Redemption. 


Parable of the King making a pteat 
Supper, and inviting Gueſts that 
would not come, it appears God pro- 
vides all things requiſite to ſave men, 
but they will not be ſaved. So the 
year of Jubilee was a true Type of 
our deliverance by Chriſt, whoſoever 
was in bondage might then go out 
free; wherefore I conclude, as ſure as 
we are loſt by the firſt 4dam, fo ſure 
weare redeemed by the ſecond Adam. 
_ Solureas we are created by God the 
Father, ſo ſure we are redeemed by 
God the Son; and Whoever will be- 
lieve in him ſhall not periſh, but ſhall 
have everlaſting life. 
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Removed. 


=8 Hcre hath nothing of late 
ears been more miſta- 
ken, than thoſe Scriptures 
I which ſpeak of praying 
by the Spirit, or the Spirit helping our 
Infirmities, and God's pouelly out the 
Spirit of Prayer and Supplications 
upon his People. Which places have 
been wreſted againſt a ſer Form of 
Prayer, as if it were nothing but 
cold breathings, and Lip-labour, (to 
uſe their own words ) and A man in 
praying ſuch a Prayer could not be 
I 3 aſliſted 
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aſſiſted by rhe Spirit of God, Their | 
firſt miſtake. lieth in this, that they 
donot diſtinguiſh between the pift of 
Prayer, and the Spirit of Prayer. Many 
men have a very good piſt of Prayer, 
and 4 'Yery fluent THOR: "who yet 
may be very formal as totheir hearts : 
not every one that hath the beſt pift 
of Eloquence prays moſt by the Spi. 


meaneſt gift 


rit, nop he that hath the m 
of Elocution prays kaft with the 
Spirit. We may inſtance in Moſes and 
Aaron : the ' one of a ſtammering 
rongue, the other God gives him this 
teſtimony that ' he could [ſpeak Well. 
Yet in the famous fight between 7/rae! 
and Ameleck, God makes not choice 
of Eloquent Aaron, - but of flow- 
ſpoken Moſes to get the victory by 
Prayer. Though Aaron ſpeak better 
than Hoſes, yer certainly he could nor 
pray better than he. Prayer isa'great 
part of Gods Service and Worſhip; 
and our bleſſed Saviour tells us, God 
is a Spirit, and muſt be worſhipp d in 
 Fpirit. Yer when the Apoſtles de- 

. fired him to teach them to Fn 


did not” teach them to pray by the 
Spirit in their ſenſe: who —_—— 
ing extempore - Without premeditati= 
- on whatever comes into their mind 
ona ſudden is the only praying by the | 
Spirit : bur he preſctibes them a fer 
Form, faying, When ye pray, ſay,'Onr 
Father which art int heavenyGtc. 50 
that a ſet Form ecredinly may be pray- , 
ed by the Spirit, clſe it had never been / 
commanded to be uſed, by our Saviour 
Chriſt. If it be faid, the Lords Prayer 
is a pattern to frame our Prayers by, 
rathct than a Prayer it ſelf. My an- 
fwer is, As fone Weights and Mea- 
fares, which are fo cxact intheir kind, 
being kept as Standards to-make other 
Weights and Meafures by, do nor-loſe 
the nature of Weights and Meafures 
upon that account, bur rather are 
warranited in tiieir kind.' Sothe Lords 
Prayer by being made a patrern for 
our Prayers doth not loſe the nature 
of a Prayer, but rather is thereby 
commended to us to be the moſt ab« 
ſolute Form of Prayer in the world. 
In Numb.6.23. God bids Moſes ſpeak 
I 4 unto 
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wnto Aaron and his Sons, ſaying on this 
wiſe, ye ſhall bleſs the people, the Lord 
Bleſs thee,and keep thee, the Lord mate 
bis face ſhine favours ly upon thee,&c, 
If any able of themſelves to conceive 
aPrayer; we may well ſuppoſe ir 
ſhould he the Prieſt whoſe Lips ſhould 
preſerve knowledpe, yet they are pre: 
ſcribed 4 fer Form of bleſſing the Peo- 
ple. If ithad been preſcribed for the 
ſimple and ignorant ſort it might have 
been objefted, They that have 'not 
pifts of their own arc permitted to 
make uſe of other mens gifts ; bur 
ſeeing it 15 preſcribed the Prieſt him- | | 
ſelf, nay, even for Aarox the Eloquent 
Bgetriedt, it ſtrongly concludes for 
a ſet Form of Prayer and BenediCtian 
to be uſed in publick by the moſt able 
and eloquent Divine. Moſes a great 
Prophet, who prayed ſo carncſtly_ 
that God ſaid, Let me alone, as if he 
tied Gods hands, yet did he uſe one 
ſet Form of Prayer when the Ark ſer 
forward, and when it reſted, Numb. 
IO. 35. When it ſet forward, he ſaid, 
Ariſe, O God, let thine enemies be 
lf ſcatte- 
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ſcattered, let them alſo that hate thee 
flee before thee; and when it reſted he 


ſaid conſtantly, Return O Lord to the 


many thouſands of Iſracl, Let us not 
ſeek to ſeem better than he, in new 
Forms every day, whoſe pitts without 
queſtion were unſpeakably greater 
than ours. The 92.P/a/m was uſually 
ſungin the Church of the Jews every 
Sabbath day ; it was penned for thar 
purpoſe as appcareth by the Title of 
it. Secing therefore a ſet Form of 
Prayer and Praiſe have been the pra- 
tice of the ancient Church of God, 
among the. Jews, and of Chriſtian 
Churches to this very day, let us give 
them the right hand of tellowſhip, to 
have a Unity and Uniformity-in Pub- 
lick. Worſhip. Our bleſſed Saviour, of 
whom it was ſaid truly, never man 
ſpake as he ſpake, ye. he uſeth three 
times tozcther the ſame words, in his 
Agony. Father if it be poſſible, let 
this Cup paſs from me. He wanted no 
variety of words, yet he confines 
himſelt to the ſgme words the Propher 
Joel preſcribes the Prayer for the 
Prieſt, 
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Prieſt, and bids them ſay, Spare thy 
people good Lord, &c.- St. Paul, the 
great Dottor of the Gentiles, uſed the 
lame Salutation in the beginning of 
molt of his Epiſtles, Grace, mercy, and 
peace from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and the fame Prayer 
at the end of them ; The grace of our 
Lord Feſis Chriſt, and the love of God, 
and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be 
with you all, Amen. Theſe cxamples 
plainly rcfutc the error of thoſe that 
areagainſt the Lirurgy, or fet Formof 
Praycr in the Church, it is a ridiculous 
thing to think,that as a nice and ſquea- 
miſh ſtomach is delighted with change 
of Diſhcs, fo God is delighted with 
variety of words, and novelty of mat- 
rer and method, and that unleſs we 
have a new ſtile, or a new trope, or a 
new figure, or a new flouriſh every 
rime more than other, we have not 
the Spirit of Prayer, nor ſhall be ex- 
cepted. Every good Chriſtian is not 
able to conceive a Prayer, many have 
weak Capacities tro conceive thern, 
want Order and Mcthod to compoſe 
them , 
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them, yet cycn theſe, if they meet 
with a Prayer framed to their hand, 
can pray fervently, and heartily. A 
ſer Form mult needs be a great help to 
choſe that are weak, and yer willing 
ro, pray; 'nay, even they that arc 
ſtrong ought not to deſpitc them, for 
ha we in  publick arc bounded by 
authority. To paſs over thoſe bounds 
then, muſt nceds be offenſive to 
that Authority that preſcribed. thoſe 
bounds. If any do, they toment, as 
it were, a Worſhip diſtinct, and apart 
from what is authorized by the 
Church, but more reaſon that the 
ſpirit of a Miniſter ſhould be: regulated 
by the ſpirit of the Church reprefen- 
rative, than the ſpirits ot the whole 
Congregarion by the ſpirit of che Mi- 
niſter. It he that was ſick of the 
Palſic that was born of tour could 
have walked to Chriſt on his own 
feet, what could he have more deſired 
than to be healed? So it we come with 
our own  inyention or expreſſion in 
Prayer, we can expett nothing more 
than ro be heard, which God che 
ſcarcher 
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ſearcher of the heart will as ſoon da' 
when we draw nigh to him with 
words of the Chania compoline, 4s 
if they were of our own framing, if 
' the Heart þe not wanting. Yea, but: 
methinks I hear ſome ſay, the' Heart 
muſt needs be we for praying 
is one thing, and reading is another. 
I grant they are ewo ſeveral things, bur: 
yet they are compatible, and may well 
{land rogether. When we read the 
Lords Prayer in the ſixth Chapter of 
St, Matthew, and our intention is only 
ro inform our ſelves of the Will of God 
ſer down in his Word, we acknowledge 
we do not pray ; but when we read the 
Lords Prayer i the Liturgy, and we 
lift up Ceknrns to God in every of the 
Petitions, then we affirm that we do 
pray. So then, when we read, and 
our intention is only to receive know- 
ledge into the ſoul, we do not pray in 
rcadin? ; but when in reading we alfo' 
pour our the requeſts of our hearts,” 
then tuch reading may truly be called 
praying. Sccondly, it is objected, 
r<ading ſet Prayers out of a Book is a 
{tinting 
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ſinting of the Spirit, bur we ought 
wa lee or quench the Spirit, hone 
fore we. ought not to read Prayers our 
ot. a Book. I-anſwer, 1. If he that 
prays a ſet Form ſtints the Spirit, then 
he that prays an nag. el Prayer out 
of the Pulpit ſtints the ſpirits of all 
thoſe that joyn with him, for they that 


hear him and joyn with him, are limi- | 
ted by his words, and his ſenſe, and ſo 
i 


pray the ſame Prayer that he doth, ' 


" 


itisas bad asa ſet Form to them ; for 
if their minds go along with him, they 


and neither more nor leſs. Now why 
ſhould the People betied ro the Prayers 


of the Miniſter, and not the Miniſter 


to the Prayers of the Church 2 If it , 


be ſinful in one to ſtint the Spirit, itis 
ſinful alſo inthe other, and ſo no pub- 
lick Prayer,where many joyn together, 
could be offered up to God withour 
ſig in this reſpe&, becauſe the Spirit 
muſt be bound up and tinted in all 
but in him that ſpeaks it. But if the 


meaning of the Objection be, that 


extempore Prayers ſtint not the Spirit, 
becauſe then a man ſpeaks as the Spirit 


| 


[ 
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_ gives” 
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gives utterance, which cannor be in ſet 


Forms, then this abſurdity would fol-. 
low. If ro thoſe men which pray ex-. 
tempore the Spirit of God doth dictate 


thoſe words. unto them, - then thoſe 


Prayers would be as good Canonical. 


Scripture, it written by the Pen of a 


ready Writer, as any ot the Pſalms of 


Dauzir,or vo any of the holy men 
ot old recorded in Scripture ; which 
becaufe it would be blaſphemy to 
affirm ir roundly follows,fuch Prayers: 
are not ſpokenas the Spirit gives utte 


rance, bur are the effects of rheir own 


Arr and Induſtry; and therefore the 
rurniag of that practice into a ſet 
Form, doth not ſtint, nor quench: the 
Spirit of God in Prayer. That thoſe 
ſudden Coneeptions are not diftated 


by the Spiric of God appears plainly. 


by this, men of-divers opimons pray 
quite contrary things; as-for inftance,- 
a Presbyrerian- Miniſter takes a Text, 
ſounding ashe- thinks towards the'oſta-- 
bliſhing of Presbytery, ſuch-as that in- 
x Pet. 5.1. The- Blaers that are” among 
you Texhort, who alſo am an Flaer. From 
whence 
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whence he delivers the Presbyterian 
Government is the Government Chriſt 
eſtablith'd in the Church. After his 
Sermon,. he prays over again the chief 
Heads of what he dclivered,and ſays, 
Good Lord ſettle thoſe truths which to 
day thou haſt ſhewn us concerning 
1 Church Government, upon our hearts. 
An Independent he comes and he takes 
a Text, which he wreſts likewiſe, bur 
it is to Independency, and he bids 
them /tand faſt in” the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made them free, and be not 
entangled with the yoke of bondage ;trom 
which words he delivers for Doctrine 
that Independency is the only way 
that Chriſt harh left for his Church, 
And after Sermon he prays likewiſe, 
that the People may not receive his 
Dodtrineas the word of a man, but as 
the Will and Word of God. Call ye 
this praying by the Spirit? To ſay fois 
indeed and truth a blaſpheming of the 
Spirit; for the Spirit of God cannor- 
ſpeak contradictions, as theſe men do 
in their Pulpit Conceptions;'And yer 
they would farher all upon A 
| 0 
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of the Spirit, which aſſiſted them ir 
carrying on the work of the day. Their 
| Sermons bcing contradictory one to 
the other, and their Prayers ſutable to 
their Sermons, their Prayers muſt 
needs include contradictions alſo. One 
| prays God to eſtabliſh Presbyrery, the 
other Independency in the Church; 
now how can both theſe be diQtated b 

one and the fame Spirit 2 To pray wit 

the Spirir ſignifies in Scripture three 
- things, r.To pray by immediate inſpira- 
tion, ſo as tomake no uſe of our own 
judgment, or reaſon, either indeviſing 
the matter, or chuſing the words : but 
to ſpeak only what the Spirit doth ſug- 
eſt. Thus thoſe that penned the 
riptures were inſpired, and ſpake not 
their own private mind or meaning, 
bur as they were carried forth out of 
themſelves, and moved by the Holy 
. Ghoft. And fo St. Paul is to be un- 
derſtood when he ſaith, / will pray with 
the Spirit, and with the underſtanding 
alſo ; that is, I will uſe any language 
' Which theSpirir ſhall dictate unto me, 
but I will interpret it, that the People 
may 
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may underſtand it, and ſay Amen unto 
it, for while the Apoſtles Jived there 
was inthe Clutch anextraorginaxy gift 
of Prayer, which ſupplied the place at (ec 
Farms fur it was as miracylous as the 
giftof Tongues, When this gift and the 


_ giftof Miracles ceaſed, they uſed ſtated 


Formsin Pyblick, and the Council of 


| FA» of that no ather hr 
ES 


ſhould be put wp in their Aſſembli 

but what wereapproved of by wiſe 
and prudent men. in the Synod; left 
lomething through ignarance or inad- 
vertency OK be uttered contrary to 
the Faithand NeQtrine af Chriſt, Sc- 
condly, By praying with the Ipicieas 
meant to Pray by the direction-of Gods 
hol Opirit, Jude 20. But Je belavea, 
bail, Uding.up your ſelues 38 yaur moſt hay 


* 


faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt. The 
Spirit helps in directing us what is-fit 
for.us to ask ,of >God,' arid what God 
{cs fit.to beſtow upon ran : And.this 
direRion.is given us.in hisholy Word, 
where we are taught what to pray for, 
be} mn ” ack. amils, elſe we ſtr = 
Ao? Knopw what to pray for as we augyts 
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Rem.8. 26. He thar preſcribes the mo- 
del of an houſe, and provides materi- 
rials, and ſets men on work, may be. 
truly ſaid to build that houſe, although 
it be builded by other mens hands 4 $0! 
the Holy Gholt preſcribing us Forms 
inthe Word, and inciting us to pray 
by promiſe of reward, and the like, 
may be intituled - ro our Prayers, 
Thirdly, He aſſiſting us with inwatg 
motions, — forth our affe&tions 
with zeal and fervency, further than 
naturally they would tend : may in 
this ſenſe be ſtiled the Author of our 
Praycrs. As wicked men, giving place 
tothe Deyil; Satan carries forth their 
| malice into murder, and raiſes ſtorms 
of paflions in their Souls, even as the 
Wind raifes the Waves of the Sea, even 
ſo on the contrary, a man applying his 
heart to ſeek rhe Lord, and call upon 
his Name, the Holy Ghoſt aids him by 
his grace to make powerful Supplica- 
tions with ſighs and groans whichcan- 
not be uttered, Now every adofps 
 redchild of God the Apoſtle witneſſes, 
Ga/.4.6. hath theſe aids and tame” 
6 Ft 


of. the Holy Ghoſt in their Prayers, 


[2 


Father, 


arezhe Sons of God pray by rhe Spi- 


ritof .God: Now ſecing the Spirit of 


. 


Prayer and Supplication conſiſts chicf- 
ly ina feryent application of the mind, 


tothe thing rhat is deſired, and to Al- 
mighty God of whom ir is defired. It 
nccefiarily follows, that words that 
are known and fitted to mens under- 
ſtandings are ſooneſt received into 
their hearts, and apteſt to catry along 
with them judicious and fervent affe- 
ations. Burit is objefted, Thar a ſer 
Formof Prayer makes an ignorant Mi- 
niſtry, a School-boy may read a Prayer 
out of a Book. To that I anſwer, 
exPericnce proves it hath not done ſo: 
tor the graveſt and learnedeſt Scholars 
are for ur. There are other Offices ſor 
_ the Miniſter which require his , dili- 
gence and his ſtudy ; Firſt,his diligence 
to..Catechize rhe Children, viſit the 
dick... Secondly, His ſtudy todivics 
the Word of truth aright, comforr 
the weak, ſtop the mouths of ain, 
K2z fayers, 
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ſticring up their hearts ro cry Abba 
thus, and thus oy they that 
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ſayers, ſo thar he harhmatrer enough 
ro exerciſe his parrs about, alrhough 
he Prive not to attaih to that eFem- 
pore_ way of wtreting any hing Bbſoce 
God hich wife Solomon never adnii- 
red. Angas fot What you ſay concetnin 
the School-Boy, the fimt objettis 
' mighthave bech brought avainſt Gods 
mig in the Old Law': that 4 Butchtt 


might have kill'd'a Lamb or 4 'Sh& 
for Sacrifice as Well as'rhey © But: was 
that any diſpiragement' to the Ptieſt 3 
No more is this ro Gods Mihiſter 
that another £41 read Prayers as well 
 aShe, Tſecing it is his Office and "not 
theirs to do it.” ' Bur it 1s objeRted;'A 
ſer Form is ſuperſſuous, tor Nature will 
teach any man to ſhew his prief, 
and a Lazer need hor read ont 'of a 
Pook, pray lical my Arm, br my Lev, 
no more fiecds a man that is ſenſtble of 
the plague of his þwn heart a ft Form 
of; Prayer 'in a Book. To that m 
an{wer is twof6ld'; Firſt, Eyen poor 
Bizer people tb Wdye- others ro pity 
_ 4nd compaſſion will ftudy parherical 
E:preſſions, and. uſe humble deport: 


ment, 


ment; and great importunity, atid yet 
find all lictle enough to move com- 
paſſion. Will they do this for thei 
Bodies, and ſhall not we be moreear- 
neſt for our Souls ? Secondly, There 
35 4 vaſt difference betwixt a Private 
Prayer and a Publick Prayer ; a Pri- 
. vite Prayer points to the ſore of a 
mans own heart in this or that parti- 
cular, whereof quo. 6 all circum- 
ſtances conſidered, not one of many is 
gailey : bur a Publick Prayer ought to 

# ſo compoſed that it may concern 
all the Congregation, and all the Peo- 
plemay fay Amer to it. Now for a man 
ro pray out of the ſenſe of his own 
wants only, may he a good Prayer for 
his private devotion : bur ir cannot be 
fo-proper or 1o profitable for the Pub< 
ligk as a fer Form, wherein the Com- 
an conlider the uſual wants of all 

ankind. ' If a man were to prefer a 
Perition to his Prince, would he ſpeak 


At mpbie > Why, what thou wouldff ; 


hot offer to him,thow oughteſt not to offer 


to God, Mal. 1.8. the rcaſon is fullof 


moral equity, God is a ercarer King 
FO 1 TL 
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than he. It you would be aſhamed 
or afraid to bring indigefted ſtuft to 
the one, much more ſhould you be fo 
affe&ed to bring abortive Conceptiong 
before the other, We may as well, 
pray a ſet Prayer by the Spirit as ſing 
aſct Plalm by the Spirit. Now even. 
their own praCticebcaring witneſs theſe 
men can ſing a fer Plalm by rhe Spirit. 
I mcan atter a gracious manner ; ſo. 
rhar nothing bur inadvertency to their 
own cuſtom makes them grant the 
one, and deny the other. Indeed they 
do well in ſinging David's Plalms, and 
they tollow. the example of ZZezetzah 
therein, who commanded ts fing prai- 
*s with the words of' David and 
Aſaph. 1 could with for the future that 
their Prayers were of the ſame nature 
with their Prailes, tor theſe tew Rea- 
fons, with which I will conclude this 
diſcourſe. Firſt, A man may as well 
know betore-hand with what words to 
pray asto what ſenſe, Secondly, They 
that pray not the ſame words do uſe 
moſtly to pray for the ſame-things- in 
other words: As that- God would 

forgive 


% 


ſtrengthen their weak graces, weaken 
their ftrong corruprions, and the like, 
Thirdly, Becauſe theſe are molt tor the 
edification of the People, who by often 
hearing of the ſame Prayer can com- 
mit it to memory, and uſed to the 
. ſame Liturgy, canzoyn and anſwer in 
many patherical Reſponſals. Now all 
chings in Publick ought to be done ro 
Edification, Fourthly, An extempore 
Prayer may likewiſe hinder the deyo- 
tion of the Miniſter, as well as of the 
People : for his underſtanding may be 
ſo taken up in thinking what to ſay 
next, that he may be very formal as 
to his hcart, and many times will be 
forced to be ſo for fear he ſhould be 
out. Fiſthly, Our experience hatly 


praying by the Spirit. 135 
forgive their ſins, avert his judgments, 


ſhewed us, that their Method harh \ 


been confuſed, their Tautolopies ma- 
ny, their Trauliſms abſurd,their Senſe 
none of the beſt, rheir Paſſions vented, 
and the Dreadful Name of God fo 
lightly, ſo frequently, and ſo unne- 
ceſſarily uſed in them, that many un- 
derſtanding men becauſe of them,have 
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56 Pulgar Errors concerning 
®heen ready to abhor the Sacrifice of 
the Lord, and could ſeldom or never 
” fay-Amen to theni. Whereas in a ſet 
Formwe arc ſure bcfore-hand there is 
nothing pur up in Pctition but what is 
fir for Man to ask, or God to give, and 
therctore we can heartily without any 

heſirancy lay {men tO at. 


